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SPREAD THE WORD

Steve Lien, Interim Lead Pastor 
Floyd Anderson, Visitation Pastor

hello@victorylutheran.com 
Daily Hope Line 480-588-2980

PASTOR TODD MATHISON 
Greetings to you, people of Victory Lutheran, my 
new church home! It's a privilege to write this 
first note to you as your Lead Pastor. My wife 
Anne and I have been praying daily about this 
call since this past summer, and now God has 
brought us together as pastor and church 
family. 
This is a pivotal time for Victory. The Lord has 
blessed through many years of fruitful ministry, 
and you all have been on a long journey, 
requiring a lot of patience and perseverance as 
you’ve sought the Lord for a new lead pastor. 
You are being well-served by our high-caliber 
ministry team, and I am thrilled to soon be 
coming onboard to serve together with Pastor 
Steve, Pastor Floyd, Elly, Kristin, Eileen, Kathy, 
Tony, Alisson and so many more who lead and 
serve throughout the congregation. 
What draws me to you and Victory is a coming-
together of life stage and vibrant ministry. My 
wife and I find ourselves with a grown family 
who have left home and are now raising families 
of their own. We have time, energy and 
resources, and we want our lives to count - to 
make a kingdom impact for Christ Jesus! We 
want purpose in our lives, and we want to see 

God accomplish things through us, serving 
together with other Christian friends as a church 
family. I can’t wait to engage with the mission 
partnerships you have forged over the years, 
and to be part of showing God’s love in Christ 
Jesus to those around us. 
Last month, I came upon a couple of 
meaningful verses of scripture that shaped my 
daily prayers. Moses said to the Lord, “If your 
Presence does not go with us, do not send us up 
from here.” (Exodus 33:15) And Jesus spoke these 
words recorded in John 10:4: “The good shepherd 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice.” 
Well, the Lord is with us, and He certainly has 
led. We have heard His voice, and now we are 
ready to follow Him as He leads us together in 
ministry for the sake of the Gospel. Please 
remember Anne and me in your prayers as we 
prepare to soon join with you in what God is 
doing in and through Victory Lutheran in Mesa, 
the region, and around the world. 

Sincerely with joy in Christ Jesus, 
  

Pastor Todd Mathison 

WORSHIP 
SAT 4PM 

SUN 8, 9:30 & 11AM 
DRIVE-IN 105.3FM 

LIVE-STREAM 
Sundays @ 9:30am 

VictoryLutheran.com

And how are they to preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who preach the Good News!”  

Romans 10:15

5946 E. University Drive, Mesa, AZ 85205 
480-830-5024  | Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm

http://VictoryLutheran.com
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PASTOR STEVE LIEN 
Dear Members and friends of Victory: 

By this time most of you have heard the joyous news that 
Victory has a new lead pastor and I have a new 
colleague: Todd and Anne Mathison will be arriving soon 
and  we are all rejoicing!  

Joanne and I met the Mathison’s several months ago 
when they came to interview, and we were delighted to 
host them for several days during their recent visit. We 
talked, prayed, laughed, took them on a long walk 
through the desert and, among other things, discovered 
that they love good coffee, good conversation, and good 
Norwegian Lefse! We also discovered a deep, deep love 
for the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Serving as your Interim Lead Pastor has been a joy and 
delight and Joanne and I have felt a deep love   between 
the congregation and each of us, and we both look 
forward to my resuming the role of Associate Pastor. 

God has richly blessed this congregation and each of the 
pastors who have been privileged to serve it.   I know that 
blessing will continue under the leadership of Pastor 
Mathison.  I know, as well, that you will welcome him with 
the same kind of warm love and affection that you have 
showered on me and Joanne: thanks be to God. 

Yours in the love of Christ, 

  

Pastor Steve & Joanne Lien

DIANE LANO, COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Dear Members and Friends of Victory Lutheran: 

We continue to rejoice after the congregation overwhelmingly voted 
to call Pastor Todd Mathison as our new Lead Pastor at the 
congregation meeting on January 9th.  Over 160 members of our 
church were able to meet Pastor Todd and Anne  following the 
vote, and we warmly welcomed them to Victory.  

We eagerly  anticipate they will  join us in early March  and will 
continue to provide updates as they develop.  We ask that you keep 
them  in your prayers as they make preparations for their move to 
Arizona.  

UPCOMING EVENT: The installation of officers for Victory Church 
Council is scheduled for the weekend of January 29 & 30, 2022. 
Council members (shown above) are: Merle Bauman, Claudia 
Harrell, Ginger Kuemmerle, Diane Lano, Andrew Lund, and Don Poe.  

     In Christ, 

     Diane Lano, Victory Council President

THANK YOU 
In 2021 Victory committed 
t o s u p p o r t i n g t h e 
continued ministry of 
Na va j o E van g e l i ca l 
Lutheran Mission with a 
s ta r t i n g am o u n t o f 
$30,000 from an estate 
sa l e g i f t . T ha t wa s 
generously paired with 
$24,278 f rom you, the 
congregation. Thank you! 
These funds will be going 
t o wa r d s o m e ma j o r 
renovations that need to 
take place in order to 
keep the mission in the 
best condition to continue 
to serve the community.



“IN VIVO” ORGAN CONCERT — DR. DEVON HOWARD 
SUN, JANUARY 16 @ 3PM 
Dr. Devon Howard, former organist and music director at Victory will present an 
organ concert featuring works exclusively by living composers. Experience a 
compelling variety of musical styles spanning the history of organ composition 
techniques. Of special note is a Bach style fugue by Bigelow organ builder and 
tonal director, David Chamberlain. 

UPCOMING — VLC CONCERT SERIES 
February 20, 3pm Alisson Unglaub, violin  Amore & More 
 (artist in residence) 
March 18, 7pm Carthage College Wind Orchestra Lenten Reflections 
April 24, 3pm Hands of Joy Sign Language Choir Fruits of the Spirit 

Following each Sunday concert is a time to talk with the performers  
and share in light refreshments. Donations are gratefully accepted. 3

The mission of Stephen Ministries is summed up 
in the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 
“To equip the saints for the work of 
ministry.” These words describe why this 
organization exists, what it does for 
people and congregations, and the 
difference it hopes to make in the 
world.  

For twenty-eight years Ardyce Henriksen 
has lead the training for 80 Stephen 
Ministers in the Victory congregation. She 
learned about Stephen Ministries when she was 
in Minnesota, but it wasn’t until she moved to 
Mesa that she had the time to dedicate to 
becoming one. She said she had always felt 
called to do more, and this was something she 
was able to do; just be able to talk to, and, more 
importantly, listen to people. 

In 1994 when this ministry began, the Pastor, 
Roger Berg, was very supportive of Stephen 
Ministries becoming a part of Victory. Ellen Smith 

THANK YOU, ARDYCE HENRIKSEN! 28 YEARS OF SERVICE!
was the first leader. Shortly after the first group 

began training Pastor Berg announced he 
had cancer and passed away shortly 
after. The service was held on Easter 
Sunday, and the first official role these 
first Stephen Ministers filled was to act 
as ushers at the funeral. Their presence 
during this painful time was a blessing 

to the church, and has continued to be 
throughout the years.   

Ardyce believes that one of the reasons why 
Stephen Ministries has been so successful at 
Victory has been due to the support from the 
pastoral leadership. Currently Pastor Floyd is vital 
in connecting the people who need to receive 
care with the Stephen Ministers, and helping 
them be prepared even before they meet. 

When asked what advice she would give to 
future Stephen Ministers Ardyce said, “you must 
remember it will not always be happy, but it will 
always be good because you’re providing 
something they need. God gave us two ears and 
o n e m o u t h , an d w e s h o u l d u s e t h e m 
accordingly.” If you or someone you know would 
benefit from having a Stephen Minister, please 
contact the church office at 480-830-5024. 

NOISY OFFERING | JANUARY 29-30, 2022 
This month for our 5th weekend “noisy offering” 
the proceeds will be going to support the 
ongoing service of Stephen Ministries. Collect all 
that loose change and bring it to your worship 
service of choice to “make a joyful noise!”

New Stephen Minister Commissioning held the 
weekend of January 15-16, 2022. 
(Above) Ken Gerke, Ardyce Henriksen, Bunny Slotter 
Lois Kimbrell & Darwin Lilly (not pictured)
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9-11:30am Food Pantry 
9-11am Alpha Course, FH 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, CH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

9    

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 

7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship w/ Communion 
9:30am Worship w/ Communion 

10 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
9-11am Alpha Course, FH 

11       

9:30am Stephen Ministry  
  Training, B12 
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

12 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
9:30am VLCW Board Mtg, LR 
10am Bell Rehearsal, WSC 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
2pm Memorial: Ferrol Hilsabeck 
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal, WSC 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

23   Blessing of the Quilts 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 

7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 
11am Worship, WSC

4

25 

9:30-11:30am Hebrews: Dare      
      to Draw Near, CH 
      Pastor Carol Peters 
1:30pm The Book Club, B7 
2pm Foundation Board Mtg, C4 
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

26 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
9:30-11:30am Hebrews Class 
10am Bell Rehearsal, WSC 
11am LIVE-TALK 
          Youtube & Facebook 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal, WSC 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

30     

NOISY OFFERING 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 
11am Worship, WSC

31 

9-11:30am Food Pantry Open 
9-11am Alpha Course, FH 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, CH 

JANUARY 2022

1 - FEB 

9:30-11:30am Romans: Living  
      Our Faith in a World  
      Gone Mad, CH 
      Pastor David Palmquist 
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 

2 - FEB 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
9:30-11:30am Romans Class 
10am Bell Rehearsal, WSC 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal, WSC 
8pm AA Meeting, FS 

VICTORYLUTHERAN.COM

17 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
9-11am Alpha Course, FH 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, CH

16        

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 

7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 
        STEPHEN MINISTRY      
        COMMISSIONING 
11am Worship, WSC 
3pm Organ Concert 
          Devon Howard

18  

1pm Council Meeting, B7 
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

19 
9-11:30am Food Pantry 
10am Bell Rehearsal, WSC 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal, WSC 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

5 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
10am Bell Rehearsal, WSC 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal, WSC 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

2     

COMMUNION WEEKEND 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 
11am Worship, WSC 

3 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
9-11am Alpha Course Training

4       

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK: JANUARY 30 - FEBRUARY 6, 2022 —>

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 

rivers in the desert.” - Isaiah 43:19

http://VictoryLutheran.com
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COMMUNION WEEKEND 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 

8 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
10am Memorial: Tim Held 
4pm Worship, WSC

5 - FEB 

COMMUNION WEEKEND 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm | 480-830-5024 | hello@victorylutheran.com

15    

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 
        STEPHEN MINISTRY      
        COMMISSIONING 

6 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4  

7 

OFFICE CLOSED 

13 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4  
6pm I-HELP, C4 

14 

OFFICE CLOSED 

9-11am “A Matter of Balance” 
 Class, CH 
              (Class is full) 

20 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4 
3:30pm Memorial for 
               Berwyn Schmidt, WSC 

21 

OFFICE CLOSED 

9-11am “A Matter of Balance” 
 Class, CH

22    Blessing of the Quilts 

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 
5pm Africa Mission Team 
        Q&A Session, B7 
        (Open to ALL) 

27 

9:30-11:30am Hebrews Class 
10am Prayer Group 
10am Memorial for 
           Rich Harles, WSC 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4  
6pm I-HELP, C4 

28 

OFFICE CLOSED 

9-11am “A Matter of Balance” 
 Class, CH

29    

NOISY OFFERING 
to benefit Stephen Ministry 
Bring your change! 

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC

= Chapel
= Courtyard
= Fellowship Hall
= Fireside Room
= Lobby
= Luther Room
= Prayer Chapel
= Welcome Center
= Worship Center

CH
CY
FH
FS
LB
LR
PC

WC
WSC

C4 = Community Room 
(formerly Rm. 23)

5

VICTORY’S  

LIVE-TALK 
JANUARY 26 @ 11AM 
Join us virtually for 

our January Live Talk! 
This month Pastor 

Steve will be visiting 
with Pastor Bruce 

Lerum as they share 
about Alpha. This is a 
time for you to log on 
to either Facebook or 

YouTube and ask 
questions and listen 

to this exciting 
discussion! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
ONLINE 

VictoryLutheran.com 

TEXT2GIVE 
text “GIVE” and the  

amount to 
888-897-5573 

ex. GIVE50 

DROP OFF 
M-Th, 8am-4pm 

BY MAIL 
5946 E. University Dr. 

Mesa, AZ 85205 

BY PHONE 
Use the camera on 
your phone to scan 
the QR code below!

3 - FEB 

9:30-11:30am Romans Class 
10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4 

4 - FEB 

OFFICE CLOSED 

9-11am “A Matter of Balance” 
 Class, CH 

FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK: JANUARY 30 - FEBRUARY 6, 2022 —>

http://VictoryLutheran.com
mailto:hello@victorylutheran.com
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On Sunday, April 29, 2012, 
Victory began hosting our first guest families 
on our campus. Behind the scenes work 
began in 2011 with informational meetings 
with Ted Taylor, director of Family Promise of 
Greater Phoenix, Pastor Kate Adleman, Pastor 
Larry Kassebaum, Marge and Warren 
Waterman, and Bonnie and Bob Brehmer. A 
partnership with Family Promise was 
established that has been going strong now 
for 10 years.  

Many changes have occurred at Family 
Promise and at Victory since that time. Family 
Promise expanded their outreach to serve 8 
families not just 4 families in 2013. Further 
expansion included opening a day center in 
Glendale to serve families in the west valley. 
Thanks to PetSmart, pets of the families being 
served are also cared for in the program. 
Despite challenges of keeping staff and 
families safe during the onset of the Covid 
Pandemic in March of 2020, a day center 
opened in East Mesa to assist another set of 4 
families. Blessings have been poured out upon 
this ministry in so many ways. And most 
importantly, families have successfully 

Thank You! 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped decorate and undecorate our church this season! 
The halls were deck in such a festive way that helped both regular attenders and guests feel 
the warmth and joy of Christmas! We greatly appreciate your dedication to the mission of 
Victory, and it really is true that many hands make light work. Thank you and Happy New Year! 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land | August 23-September 1, 2022 
Pastor Steve and Joanne Lien will be leading a tour of the Holy Land. General information is 
available at the Welcome Center where you can sign up to receive more detailed information. 
Members, friends, and friends of friends of Victory are welcome. If you’ve got questions, talk to 
Pastor Steve or Joanne. Cost $4,179 per person from Phoenix. 

Africa Mission Trip | September 8-19, 2022 
Travel to Cape Town, South Africa on a mission trip sponsored by Orchard:Africa (Orchard 
Africa Ministry). We will love, pray and work with children who have experienced the death of 
loved ones by teaching and working through a five-day, interactive curriculum titled Akiiki Says 
Goodbye:  A Journey Through Loss & Grief. Deposit $200. Total cost $3,800-4,000. We will have 
another Q&A Session on January 22 @ 5:00pm. All are welcome.

graduated from the program.  So many lives 
changed! 

Six years ago, a new group of caring 
individua ls stepped forward when the 
Waterman’s and the Brehmer’s announced 
t h e y w e r e s t e p p i n g d o w n a s H o s t 
Coordinators. Over the past 6 years, Victory 
has continued to host families as well as assist 
financially with Family Promise’s planned 
e x pan s i o n t o b e t t e r s e r v e fam i l i e s 
experiencing homelessness.  

We are now at another transition point. Our 
current Host Coordinators are ready to step 
down as leaders, but they are not stepping 
aside from volunteering with this ministry.  

We are looking for a team to work alongside 
our current leaders during our host weeks 
scheduled for 2022. Will you prayerfully 
consider this new opportunity? 

Watch for our Family Promise Anniversary 
Weekend in late February after we complete 
our first Host Week January 30-February 6, 
2022, which is coming up soon! Volunteer 
opportunities available now. Come and See 
what we do!

ANNOUNCING MORE GREAT NEWS! 
Family Promise @ Victory is celebrating 10 years  

of sharing God’s love with families experiencing homelessness!



The Alpha Course | Mondays, 9:00-11:00am 
Each of our 14 sessions will include breakfast, a brief video presentation and small 
group discussion. All are welcome — members, friends, friends of friends! Whether 
you have just started your journey of faith or have been on the road for some time, 
Alpha is a great way to learn alongside others!  alphausa.org 

Grief Support Group | Jan 17 - Apr 11 | Mondays 12:30-2:30pm 
A program for help in your journey through grief after the loss of a loved one. 
Video presentation and discussion. Each session stands alone, so you may join us 
at any time. Questions? Contact either Blair Revak at 480-227-5157 or Pastor Floyd 
Anderson at 480-830-5024 xt. 124. 

The Book Club | Tuesday, January 25 @ 1:30-3:00pm 
The Book Club meets at church on the 4th Tuesday of each month. Anyone who 
loves to read good books and discuss with others is welcome to join. January’s 
selection is “If You Tell” by Gregg Olsen. 

VLCW Circles (Victory Lutheran Church Women) 
All Circles meet the second Tuesday of each month. Meetings are open to all 
Victory Women. Date and meeting locations are listed in the VLCW Directory by 
Circles. Directories are available to pick up in the front office. 

Blessing of the Quilts will be held the weekend of January 22-23. Many of the 
quilts will be donated to Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. Please note: 
The Quilters meetings have been postponed until after Lent and Easter in April. 

Victory’s Prayer Group | Meets Thursdays @ 10:00am 
Open to all women and men. We meet weekly on Thursdays. 
Also, the Prayer Chapel is open Monday-Thursday from 8am-4pm, for anyone 
wishing to come and pray. Prayer is one of the most important tools we have!

Lamp Lectures 
5 Bible Classes | Jan-Feb 2022

God’s Word is a  
“Lamp Unto Our Feet”

This winter Victory is offering five three-day Bible 
Classes that we’re calling Lamp Lectures. Each 

low-key Lamp Lecture will be pastor-led and will 
include discussion and reflection by participants. 

Classes are Scheduled 
Tues-Thurs from 9:30-11:30am 

‣ Hebrews: Dare to Draw Near (JAN 25-27) 

‣ Romans 12-16: Living Our Faith in a World 
Gone Mad (FEB 1-3) 

‣ God and Suffering (FEB 8-10) 

‣ What is Truth? (FEB 15-17) 

‣ Everything You Need to Know About Being 
Lutheran (but may have forgotten)!  
Sarah Stenson and Chris Croghan, Co-Directors 
of the Luther House of Study (FEB 22-24) 

Cost for each class is $25. 
Detailed course descriptions are on our website. 

Register & Pay at VictoryLutheran.com

7

http://alphausa.org


VICTORY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5946 E. UNIVERSITY DRIVE 
MESA, AZ 85205

Be sure to follow, like and 
subscribe to our channel!

Victory’s Weekly E-News 
Subscribe to our weekly 
news and sermon link  

via email. 
Send your request to  

hello@victorylutheran.com 
or SIGN UP online at 
VictoryLutheran.com 

Scroll to the bottom of the 
page and click the  

SIGN UP button.

Have you made a New Year’s resolution  
to read the Bible more?  

Why not try listening to it every day?!   

Check out dailyaudiobible.com 
Or if you have a smart phone you can 
download the app from the App Store or 
Google Play and a daily selection of Bible 
reading will automatically download to your 
phone. The daily reading covers a little Old 
Testament, a little New Testament, and a 
sample of a Psalm and Proverb.

Have you moved or changed your #? 
Please help us by making sure we have 
your most current information. Address 

forms are available at the Welcome Center or 
you may email hello@victorylutheran.com.

T R A N S I T I O N  T E A M

http://dailyaudiobible.com
http://victorylutheran.com
http://VictoryLutheran.com
https://app.onechurchsoftware.com/victorylutheran/forms/16

