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Journey
of a Disciple

Sermon Series

From Doubt to Faith: Troubling times in 
life cause fear to raise doubts in your 

mind and heart. Is God good? Does he care? 
Does he know? Where is he? Can I believe his 
word? What’s God up to? We travel with 
Thomas and the other disciples as Jesus 
moves their hearts from doubt to joyful faith. 
(April 23 & 24)

Faith to Faith: The Apostle Paul had a 
major conversion experience where he 

changed from persecutor of the Christian faith 
to being its primary missionary. What do you 
believe to be true about God? How is that 
directing your actions and attitudes? Consider 
Saul’s conversion to Paul and see how God can 
fire up your Christian walk. (April 30 & May 1)

Bound to Freed: Paul and Silas were in 
prison after being beaten, and what was 

their response? Prayer and praise, with others 
listening. God powerfully intervenes as Jesus’ 
disciples respond in surprising ways to 
injustice and suffering, and God brings about 
new life. (May 7 & 8)

Questions to Answers: The message of 
Jesus doesn’t make sense to everyone. 

Does it to you? Are you a serious skeptic? A 
casual believer?   What is your faith based on? 
As the Apostle Paul centers the Christian faith 
on the resurrected Jesus, your functional 
beliefs will be challenged, too. (May 14 & 15)

Continued on next page >

Mother’s day is a special weekend we like to recognize the 
women in our congregation for all they have done to share 
the love of God to others. This year we are honoring them 
with a flower, but would also like to invite you to wear a special 
hat or fancy outfit to mark the occasion. Happy Mother’s Day!

Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 
fleeting; but a woman who fears 

the Lord is to be praised.  
Proverbs 31:30

Mother’s DayMay 7/8

All Aboard! 
We launched into a new message series post-Easter called “Journey of a Disciple.” Throughout 
this message series, you are confronted with transformative events in the lives of Jesus’ early 
disciples and might find yourself in their story. Just as God moved his first disciples into stronger 
faith, he has similar plans for you. Here are the mile markers to encounter:
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Solo to Team: Christianity is a team 
sport, yet here in America we tend to 
make it about our own personal 
relationship with Jesus; and the 
church - other disciples - well, they’re 
kind of optional. Not so. Think about it. 
Jesus even teaches us to pray the 
Lord’s Prayer in the second person 
plural (Our Father, not My Father). Are 
you a team player? Who is on your 
team? God didn’t mean for you to 
walk your Chrsitian faith alone.  
(May 21 & 22) 

Self to Others: Jesus made the 
greatest move to serve others - to 
serve you - by leaving his Father’s side, 
becoming human, so that he might 
die and rise again for you! How about 
you? Ready to review your prevailing 
attitudes and become more like 
Christ? (May 28 & 29) 

Worry to Prayer: Worry is one of our 
favorite feelings, isn’t it? Come on! Be 
honest! We’d rather stew about things 
rather than bring our fears to the One 
Who can really do something about it. 
As the children’s song says: “Why 
worry when you can pray?” Be 
liberated from fear and worry by 
bringing your concerns to God, and 
then watch what he will do! (June 4 & 5) 

I hope you will join us at Victory for this 
travelog. It’s about the journey and the 
destination. And you’ll enjoy more 
than a scenic tour; your faith will grow 
and your life will change. 

On-site Saturday 4pm  
Sunday 8 & 9:30am 

Live Stream Sunday 9:30am 
Online at VictoryLutheran.com 

Be sure to follow, like and subscribe  
to our channel! 

@VictoryLutheranMesa

Hello Church, 

Spring is here and I’m ready for it! Are 
you? My wife Anne and I wake up each 
morning grateful to be part of the 
church family here at Victory Lutheran. 
My heart for you echoes the words that 
the Apostle Paul wrote to a church near 
and dear to his heart. He writes to the Church in Philippi: 

“Every time you cross my mind, I break out in 
exclamations of thanks to God. Each exclamation is a 
trigger to prayer. I find myself praying for you with a glad 
heart. I am so pleased that you have continued on in this 
with us, believing and proclaiming God’s Message, from 
the day you heard it right up to the present. There has 
never been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God 
who started this great work in you would keep at it and 
bring it to a flourishing finish on the very day Christ Jesus 
appears” (Philippians 1:3-6, The Message). 

I get to pray for you and for the people of Victory each 
day. I pray that as God is working on your heart and you 
are in his word, that you hear his voice and know his 
great love for you, embracing the good things he has 
prepared for you to do. Isn’t that the best way to find 
meaning day-to-day? 

The month of May brings many opportunities to get 
together and to serve and grow with others. Family 
Promise host week is in full swing starting May 1. Care 
groups such as Grief Share, Bible studies and AA 
continue to meet. The food pantry is open each week. 
Victory people living in Leisure World are getting together 
for brunch. And just for fun, we’re spicing up Mother’s Day 
by inviting women to don fancy, wide-brim hats and for 
all of us to add some flare to our attire, as a way to 
celebrate the joy of being part of Victory Church together. 

We do, indeed, share a partnership together in the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has good things in 
store for us this month and this summer. And whether 
you’re right here in Arizona or might be away up North 
joining in through live stream, I’m so glad to be part of 
this Church family with you. Look for what God has in 
store for you this month, and let me know what God is 
doing in and through your life; I’d love to hear from you! 

God’s best,

   LETTER FROM PASTOR MATHISON
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VLC 

Council’s 
Corner

As you know this has been an 
extremely busy time here at Victory. As 
we told you in our last message, we 
anticipated receiving a funding 
request from our Safety and Security 
committee for new exterior lighting.  
We did receive the request, and 
Council quickly approved the proposal. 
If you have driven by church at night 
within the last month, you may have 
noticed that the driveways are now 
marked by lighted bollards making it 
much easier to see the entrances at 
night. The parking lot, as well as the 
perimeter of our church building, also 
received new lighting. We believe this 
will help mitigate the issues we have 
had in the past with homeless people 
sleeping in the bushes at night. It also 
provides added security for folks 
attending events or working late.  

In the last month Council has been 
extremely busy reviewing our church 
Constitution which has not been 
updated since 2016 . The purpose is to 
i n s u r e w e c o n t i n u e t o b e i n 
compliance with all federal and state 
regulations governing nonprofit 
organizations. During this process we 
have identified several areas in which 
some changes are necessary to insure 
the continued smooth functioning of 
VLC. The proposed amendments were 
reviewed and approved by Council at 
our April 19th meeting. We will now be 
submitting these documents for legal 
review. Pending approval by legal 
counsel they will become available to 
our congregation prior to our annual 
meeting. 

Please feel free to join your Council at 
our next meeting which will be held 
Tuesday, May 17th at 1:00pm. 

For God’s glory, 
Diane Lano,  Council President

My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to You —  
I whom You have delivered. (Psalm 71:23) 

As I reflected on the 2021/2022 season, this verse from 
Psalm 71 seemed so fitting. Only a year previous we were 
still in the midst of strong Covid protocols, singing while 
masked, concerts and even congregational participation 
challenging. But through it all, God has continued to lead 
and guide the ministry of Victory. Covid might not be fully 
over, but we can still be grateful that we are returning to 
a new “normal.” 

Thank you to all the musicians who helped make this 
season of worship so meaningful! It was great to have 
more people back from different regions sharing in the 
joy! Both choir and bell ensemble rehearsed regularly 
and shared their musical offerings in worship. And more 
people than can be named provided solos and duets and 
more, both voice and instruments, throughout the year. 
Most recently, everyone went above and beyond to create 
a meaningful and moving Holy Week. Thank you so 
much for your heart for music ministry, it is an honor to 
serve with you, and I know we will continue to lift our 
hearts in praise for years to come! 

Kristin Holton Prouty 
Director of Worship & Music



29 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

23 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, C4 

8 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 

9 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, C4 

10      

9:30am VLCW All Circles, C4 
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 

11 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

22 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 
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24 

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

25 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
11am LIVE-TALK 
          Youtube & Facebook 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

30 

MEMORIAL DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 
FOOD BANK CLOSED 

MAY 2022

31 

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 

1 - JUNE 
9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

16 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
11am Memorial Service for 
          Gary Aper 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, C4

15        

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:15am Stephen Ministers, C4 
9:30am Worship, WSC 
11am Worship, WSC

17      

8:30am-2:30pm Quilters, FH 
1pm Council Meeting, B7 
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 

18 
8:30-11:30am Quilters, FH 
9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
4-6pm Loss of Spouse, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

1    

COMMUNION WEEKEND 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:15am Stephen Ministers, C4 
9:30am Worship, WSC 

2 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, C4 

When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. 
Isaiah 43:2

3 

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 

4 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

VLCW

FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK: MAY 1-7, 2022 —>



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm | 480-830-5024 | VictoryLutheran.com

14    

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 

6 

OFFICE CLOSED 

12 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4 
6pm I-HELP, C4 
  

13 

OFFICE CLOSED 

19 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4 
3pm Mission Team Meeting, B7 

20 

OFFICE CLOSED 

21 

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 

26 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4  
6pm I-HELP, C4 

27 

OFFICE CLOSED

28    

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Bible Study, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC

= Chapel
= Courtyard
= Fellowship Hall
= Fireside Room
= Lobby
= Luther Room
= Prayer Chapel
= Welcome Center
= Worship Center

CH
CY
FH
FS
LB
LR
PC

WC
WSC

C4 = Community Room 
(formerly Rm. 23)
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WAYS TO GIVE 
ONLINE 

VictoryLutheran.com 

TEXT2GIVE 
text “GIVE” and the  

amount to 
888-897-5573 

ex. GIVE50 

DROP OFF 
M-Th, 8am-4pm 

BY MAIL 
5946 E. University Dr. 

Mesa, AZ 85205 

BY PHONE 
Use the camera on 
your phone to scan 
the QR code below!

VICTORY’S WEEKLY 
E-NEWS 

Subscribe to our 
Weekly News 

and sermon link  
via email. 

Send your request to  
hello@ 

victorylutheran.com 

Be sure to follow,  
like and subscribe  

to our channel!

2 - JUNE 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4  

WE CANNOT CONTROL 
THE WIND, BUT WE 
CAN ADJUST THE SAILS.

5 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4  

FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK: MAY 1-7, 2022 —>

http://victorylutheran.com
http://VictoryLutheran.com
http://VictoryLutheran.com
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Victory’s LIVE-TALK | May 25 @ 11am 
Join us virtually for our May Live Talk!  
This month we will be visiting with Anne Mathison 
and Joanne Lien! This is a time for you to log on to 
either Facebook or YouTube and ask questions and 
listen to this exciting discussion. 

Grief Support Group Resumes 
April 25-July 18, Mondays 12:30-2:30pm 
A program for help in your journey through grief 
after the loss of a loved one. Video presentation and 
discussion. Each session stands alone, so you may 
join us at any time. Questions? Contact either Blair 
Revak at 480-227-5157 or Pastor Floyd Anderson at 
480-830-5024 xt. 124. 

Loss of Spouse 1-Day Seminar 
Wednesday, May 18, 4:00-6:00pm 

The Book Club — Summer Break 
The Book Club will be taking a break for the 
summer and will resume Tuesday, October 25, 2022 
with “The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell” by Robert 
Dugoni. 

Do you have a Christian Last Will and Testament? 
Contact the church office if you would like to learn 
more, email legacy@victorylutheran.com. 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry provides food boxes on Monday 
and Wednesdays from 9:00-11:30am. Utility & Rental 
Assistance available by appointment only. Please 
call 480-654-4539 and leave a message. Your 
unopened/non-perishable food and toiletry 
donations are welcome. Please drop them off in the 
brown bin near the front entry doors during office 
hours or during weekend worship. 

What is Stephen Ministry? 
Stephen Ministry congregations equip and 
empower lay caregivers called Stephen Ministers to 
provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered 
care to people going through tough times. A 
Stephen Minister usually provides care to one person 
at a time, meeting with that person once a week for 
about an hour. Once a month, Stephen Ministers 
gather with their Stephen Leaders for supervision 
and continuing education. 
If you would like someone to come visit you or a 
loved one in the hospital, nursing facility or home 
please contact Pastor Floyd Anderson during office 
hours at 480-830-5024.

A Mother 
comes with all different names 

Aunts 
who love, worry and play 

Teachers 
who help you,  

guide you and set your aim 

Sisters 
who listen, cry and put your 

worries at bay 

Grandmas 
with warm cookies, hugs and 
prayers so you’ll never stray 

Yes, a Mother does come with all 
kinds of names 

Thank You 
to all the women for being a 
mother to someone’s child, 

but most importantly to 

His Child
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PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 
AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 

Pastor Stephen and Joanne Lien will be leading a tour of the Holy 
Land. General information is available at the Welcome Center 
where you can sign up to receive more detailed information. 
Members, friends, and friends of friends of Victory are welcome. If 
you’ve got questions, talk to Pastor Steve or Joanne. Cost $4,179 
per person from Phoenix. 

SOUTH AFRICA MISSION TRIP: SEPTEMBER 8-19, 2022 
Pastor Todd Mathison will be leading Victory’s 8th mission trip to 
South Africa. Our trip is hosted in partnership with Orchard: Africa 
(orchardafrica.org), an organization started by two South Africans 
moved with compassion 30 years ago. We will be working in 
Khayelitsha, a township of 2.2 million people outside Cape Town. 
We will be leading a 5-day orphan intervention course. The “VBS-
style” program, “Akiiki Says Goodbye,” was designed to be used 
with vulnerable children who have recently lost a parent or loved 
one. Cost: Approximately $3,800-4,000 which will include travel, 
meals and lodging. $200 deposit required. Final payment due 
June 5th. For more information, contact Eileen Hernandez at 
ehernandez@victorylutheran.com or 480-830-5024 xt. 127.  

REGISTER online at VictoryLutheran.com

I-HELP PROGRAM UPDATE 
Victory is now beginning our 11th year as an I-HELP church.  In 
collaboration with Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest 
and 8 other churches, we house women experiencing 
homelessness twice a month in the Community Rooms next to 
the Food Bank. Victory is an amazing, generous congregation!  
Our shelves and our bank account are well stocked. Right now, 
the only need is pudding cups, regular and sugar free. 

 Last month, there were several “new to the program” women.  
In the morning, as they loaded the van, one of the young ladies 
quietly said, “Thank you. That was the best night’s sleep I have 
had in weeks. I showered, and am well fed. I feel like a real 
person again.”  This is why we serve, making a difference one 
person at a time. 

Once more, we have a meal team so the ladies can have a tasty 
dinner on the patio! Tony and Lana Hyatt, former caterers and 
LSS-SW volunteers,  began serving dinner to the ladies at the 
end of April.  If you are interested in being a “back up” meal 
team, please contact Bev Locke, blocke1206@gmail.com or Sue 
McDermott, suedanmcd@gmail.com .

WHERE IS GOD CALLING YOU? 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  

And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  (Isaiah 6:8) 

U.S. Church Partnership 
Expand Your Reach. Make a Global Impact.

https://app.onechurchsoftware.com/victorylutheran/groups/48


VICTORY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5946 E. UNIVERSITY DRIVE 
MESA, AZ 85205

WORSHIP 
WITH US! 
Saturdays 4pm 
Sundays 8 & 9:30am 
• In-Person 
• Online 
• Drive-In  105.3FM

WATCH US LIVE! 
Worship with us live from our 
9:30am MST Sunday service!  

If you are unable to watch at 
that exact time, the service will 
be available to watch on 
Facebook, YouTube and online 
at VictoryLutheran.com.

Journey
of a Disciple

Be sure to follow, like and subscribe to our channel @VictoryLutheranMesa

SUNDAYS  
@ 9:30am

MAY 8, 2022

http://VictoryLutheran.com

