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Hello Church, 

Y o u m a y h a v e h e a r d t h e p u b l i c 
announcement over the final weeks in June. 
It’s actually a prayer request, for God to lead 
through a Victory Vision Team retreat. 

Back in May, the Church Council approved a 
Vision and Strategic Planning Process. When I 
arrived on March 1, I began an intentional 90-
day “listen and learn” journey, meaning no 
new initiatives until I get a sense of who we 
are as a congregation. We are well past 100 
days, and so this vision and planning project 
is now upon us. It doesn’t mean that I will not 
be listening and learning — believe me: I 
remain in that posture. But the doors are now 
open for church leadership to prayerfully seek 
God’s direction for Victory in this new season 
of ministry. 

I am re m i n d e d o f 
l e a d e r s o f G o d ’ s 
people who sought 
the Lord’s direction: 
David (1 Samuel 23), 
King Josiah (2 Kings 
22), Jeremiah and King Zedekiah (Jeremiah 
21). But it is the New Testament episode that 
best describes my hope and prayer for this 
Vision Team retreat, that we will be able to 
say, like the Jerusalem Council noted in Acts 
15:28: “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to 
us…” That is my hope, that we will clearly sense 
God’s leading and that there would be unity 
around the vision. 
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I get the sense that people are ready to engage the question: “Where are we heading as a church?” 
The questions are a bit more focused, especially when leaders ask in regards to the specific ministry 
they are leading.  

There will be more vision and planning sessions in the future - this Vision Team Retreat is not the end-
all, but rather, a beginning. I do expect to see a clear vision emerge. As our vision is clarified, I expect to 
see intentional integration around ministry plans that 
propel us toward a shared view of our future. 

Please uphold the future of Victory in your prayers. We 
need God to lead. And we will need faith to follow. As 
the Bible says in Proverbs 19:28:  
“If people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble all 
over themselves; but when they attend to what He 
reveals, they are most blessed.” (The Message) 

Gratefully in Christ,
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SERMON SERIES: IMMEASURABLY MORE 
We are now well into our summer message series 
in the New Testament book of Ephesians. The series 
is called: Immeasurably More! And we have already 
seen how we are immeasurably more blessed, 
chosen, and rich in Christ Jesus. You can catch up 
by watching the worship services on our YouTube 
channel. 

This month, we dig deeper into chapters 2 and 3. 
We will consider how we are immeasurably more 
alive, what it means that we have received 
immeasurably more grace and peace, and how we 
can be immeasurably more connected and loved. 

Don’t miss a single message! And keep reading 
through the book of Ephesians. It takes about 15 
minutes to read through it in one sitting. Abide in 
God’s Word, as He abides in you! 

UPCOMING MESSAGES 
JULY 3 EPHESIANS 2:1-7  ALIVE 
JULY 10 EPHESIANS 2:8-10 GRACE 
JULY 17 EPHESIANS 2:11-22 PEACE 
JULY 24 EPHESIANS 3:1-13 CONNECTED 
JULY 31 EPHESIANS 3:14-21 LOVE 
AUG 7 EPHESIANS 4:1-16 LIFE 
AUG 14 EPHESIANS 4:17-5:20 REMADE 
AUG 21 EPHESIANS 5:21-33 MARRIAGE 
AUG 28 EPHESIANS 6:1-9      RELATIONSHIPS 
SEPT 4 EPHESIANS 6:10-20 STRONG

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
His power that is at work within us, to Him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21, NIV)

PRAYERS NEEDED > VICTORY’S VISION TEAM



Over the past couple of years, Victory further 
expanded its reach through the online 
ministry. We are delighted that Victory’s 
online ministry is growing every day with 
presence on Instagram, Facebook with 
nearly 800 followers, and YouTube with 
more than 560 subscribers! Our 
great team provides da i ly 
messages through our Daily 
Hope series and people all over 
the globe can watch our 
services live every Sunday at 
9:30am! We’ve had people 
accessing our content from the 
Philippines, India, Canada, Bulgaria, 
Kenya , South Af rica , United Kingdom, 
Netherlands, Germany, Poland, Romania, 
Portugal, Indonesia, Greece, and more! 
During the past 365 days our YouTube 
channel had nearly 71,000 views and more 
than 10,000 watch hours, while more than 
34,600 people saw our content from our 
Facebook page at least once. 

But most importantly, through the online 
ministry people have had access to spiritual 
nourishment. Pastor Steve Lien shares a story 
when he and his wife Joanne were recently in 
Los Angeles and had lunch with some former 
members of their LA congregation. They 
commented on how they have loved and 
been blessed by Victory, their "virtual 
congregation!” They faithfully watch Daily 
Hope and tune in every Sunday for worship.  
It was amazing to observe the way that our 
virtual members have a deep and abiding 
connection to Victory. They freely spoke 
about how they love the organ, the choir, and 
e n t h u s ia s t i ca l l y sa i d " w e l o v e o u r 
congregation, everything about it!" 

Daily Hope has made a profound difference 
in people’s lives. Recently on June 1st, Eileen 

Hernandez, Victory ’s Communicat ion 
Director, recorded a message titled “Face 
Your Fears.” It touched many people, 
reaching almost 900 views, and it got many 
likes and comments on how that Daily Hope 

positively impacted their lives. 

Another meaningful story goes 
back to December 2020, when a 
Da i ly Hope that dea lt with 
p r o c e s s i n g o u r g r i e f wa s 
forwarded from one anonymous 
listener to a man named Ed who 

lives in Alaska. After watching it, he 
sent an email to our general email 

(hello@victorylutheran.com) and wrote: 
"A friend here in Anchorage sent me the link 
to that message because our 47 year old son 
was recently killed by a grizzly about a mile 
from the wilderness home of he and his wife. 
My wife and I, his wife, and my other son and 
his family are struggling so much. We are 
strong believers and know God will take us 
through the darkness." Ed got connected 
with Pastor Lien and they have exchanged 
emails, and even a phone call or two! 

Don't ever underestimate the amazing reach 
of our online presence! We no longer 
advertise in the Yellow Pages, newspaper or 
magazine, but we have a dynamic and 
effective presence digitally where people feel 
blessed, share their prayer requests, have 
m o m e n t s o f r e fl e c t i o n , m e d i ta t i o n , 
motivation, inspiration, refreshment, and 
even laughter.  You can help by subscribing, 
l ik ing, commenting, and for warding 
whatever you find meaningful to friends and 
family. Why not consider adding a Daily 
Hope, Instagram post or sermon to the 
favorite cat pictures, clever video, or internet 
meme's that you send to your family and 
friends?

DID YOU KNOW you can subscribe to Victory's DAILY HOPE  
(Receive a daily verse and weekday devotional) right on your phone!  

Simply text the word victory to 888-897-5573.

ONLINE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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NOISY OFFERING 
JULY 30-31 
In support of  

Orchard: Africa 
Mission Trip
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COMMUNION WEEKEND 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:15am Stephen Ministers, C4 
9:30am Worship, WSC 

24 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 

31       NOISY OFFERING 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

18 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
10am Grow Group, B13 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, C4 

4 

OFFICE IS CLOSED 
5 

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 
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9-11:30am Food Pantry 
9:30am VLCW Board Mtg, FS 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

17 

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 

4

19 

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 
1pm Council Meeting, B7

20 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

25 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
10am Grow Group, B13 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, C4 
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26 

7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 

27 
9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

11 

9-11:30am Food Pantry 
10am Grow Group, B13 
12:30-2:30pm GriefShare, C4

10        

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
7-11am Morning Fellowship, FH 
8am Worship, WSC 
9:30am Worship, WSC 
11am Africa Mission Trip  
          Meeting, B7

12     

9:30am VLCW All Circles, C4 
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS 

13 
9-11:30am Food Pantry 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, FS

VLCW

THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, 
BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME 

TO PROCLAIM GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR. 
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES 

AND RECOVERING OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, 
TO SET AT LIBERTY THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 
TO PROCLAIM THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOR. LUKE 4:18-19



THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 

COMMUNION WEEKEND 
In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Grow Group, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 

VLC Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm | 480-830-5024 
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In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Grow Group, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC 

1 

OFFICE CLOSED 

7 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4 

8 

OFFICE CLOSED 

14 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4 
5pm I-HELP, C4 

15 

OFFICE CLOSED 

16 

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Grow Group, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC

21 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4  

22 

OFFICE CLOSED

23    

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Grow Group, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC

= Chapel
= Courtyard
= Fellowship Hall
= Fireside Room
= Lobby
= Luther Room
= Prayer Chapel
= Welcome Center
= Worship Center

CH
CY
FH
FS
LB
LR
PC

WC
WSC

C4 = Community Room 
(formerly Rm. 23)
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WAYS TO GIVE 
ONLINE 

VictoryLutheran.com 

TEXT2GIVE 
text “GIVE” and the  

amount to 
888-897-5573 

ex. GIVE50 

DROP OFF 
M-Th, 8am-4pm 

BY MAIL 
5946 E. University Dr. 

Mesa, AZ 85205 

BY PHONE 
Use the camera on 
your phone to scan 
the QR code below!

VICTORY’S WEEKLY 
E-NEWS 

Subscribe to our 
Weekly News 

and sermon link  
via email. 

Send your request to  
hello@ 

victorylutheran.com 

Be sure to follow,  
like and subscribe  

to our channel!

28 

10am Prayer Group 
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4  
5pm I-HELP, C4 

29 

OFFICE CLOSED

30 

NOISY OFFERING 
Bring your change this 
weekend in support of Africa 
Mission Trip, Sept. 7-20 

In-Person/Drive-In 105.3FM 
8am Men’s Grow Group, FS 
4pm Worship, WSC

http://victorylutheran.com
http://VictoryLutheran.com
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Prayer
6

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
MONDAYS, 12:30-2:30PM  (We will not meet July 4th) 
GriefShare is a grief recovery support group where you can find help and healing 
for the hurt of losing a loved one. Using videos and conversation in a small group, 
we learn how to find our own comfort in that loss. You don’t have to go through 
the grieving process alone. You may visit as often as you feel comfortable. 
If you have questions, please call either Pastor Floyd Anderson at 480-830-5024 
or Blair Revak at 480-227-5157.

FUN, FOOD, FELLOWSHIP & ENTERTAINMENT! 
Fun, food, fellowship, entertainment, and a 
chance to learn more about all the ministries 
going on at Victory. You’ll receive a Passport 
to Mission and be invited to stop by the 
mission outposts in the lobby, and learn more 
about what’s going on at and through 
Victory.  If you get your passport initialed at 
every outpost, you’ll be entered in a drawing 
for one of two $50 gift cards to Texas 
Roadhouse. 

V i c to r y w i l l p rov i d e h o td o g s , b ra t s , 
hamburgers, buns, and drinks: we ask you to 
SIGN UP to bring a side dish or dessert. We’ll 
also enjoy live entertainment, and you’ll have 

Picnic
IN D O O R 

CHURCH

an opportunity to 
a d d a n e w o r 
updated photo to 
o u r o n l i n e 
directory, learn 
how to live-stream 
worship, sign up for Daily Hope devotionals 
and receive our weekly e-blast newsletter. 
Invite a friend or family member and RSVP by 
signing up at the Welcome Center in the 
lobby. 

DIRECTORY PHOTO UPDATE 
This is an opportunity to update your 
directory photo or add one if you haven’t 
taken one yet. Having a current photo helps 
us put names to faces.

PASSPORT TO MISSION >

SCHOOL SUPPLIES COLLECTION!  
The Africa Mission Team will be collecting school supplies such as pre-school 
coloring books, construction paper, crayons, markers and pens at our upcoming 
Indoor Picnic & Mission Fair on August 21st. A complete list of “always in need” 
supplies from our partner Orchard: Africa is available on the front page of our 
website at VictoryLutheran.com. 

Note: We are in need of large suitcases on wheels to pack supplies for the 
Mission Trip leaving September 7th. Your donations are appreciated. 

SUNDAY 
AUGUST 21, 11:00AM 
Hotdogs, hamburgers, brats, buns  

and drinks will be provided 

SIGN UP  
to bring a side dish or dessert!
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I-HELP PROGRAM — JULY UPDATE 
June was an exciting month for our Mesa I-Help ladies. Three 
participants who have been in the program for more than six 
months completed their plans and were approved for permanent 
housing!   We all celebrated this major step toward stability and 
an improved life. The current group of ladies is so grateful for the 
program. They are kind, helpful and supportive of one another; 
even assisting their new friends move to their “new digs.” 

Achieving stability is achieved with hard work, perseverance, and 
collaboration with their Case Manager, who is a counselor/social 
worker employed by Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. 
The Case Manager helps the ladies access the services for which 
they are eligible, encourages them and holds them accountable 
as they work their life plan. Everyone, including 10 host churches, 
working together make I-Help successful and a model for other 
communities that want to address homelessness in a positive 
manner. 

Victory’s local ministry volunteers are so appreciative of the 
continued generous support from our congregation. You make 
our job easy with contributions of money and needed items.   We 
are financially able to purchase new beds as old ones wear out 
and underwear for the ladies who arrive with nothing. Thank you! 
Our cup overflows with blessings shared.

LCMC 22ND ANNUAL GATHERING & CONVENTION 
OCTOBER 2-5, 2022 | HOSANNA CHURCH | LAKEVILLE, MN 

There is one thing many people are seeking from electronic media that they may not be 
finding in our congregations: a real sense of community. There is joy in following Jesus, but we 
cannot assume that people will accidentally fall into it simply by showing up and attending 
our churches.  We must be intentional about forming meaningful relationships, and take 
seriously the need to actively teach, train, and develop followers of Jesus.  

Registration for this 4-day event is now open online and by mail. For the 
best possible experience, we recommend signing up by August 15 in order 
to receive the discounted "Early Bird" rate, then booking your hotel 

accommodations as soon as you have registered for the event. Links to the registration form 
and lodging information can be found at lcmc.net/annual-gathering.

THURSDAYS @ 10AM 
All are invited to come 

pray with us on campus 
each Thursday at 

10:00am.  

The Prayer Chapel is 
open during office hours 

for anyone wishing to 
come and pray.  

PRAYERS NEEDED 
We ask that you 

prayerfully seek the 
Lord's leading for both 
the Vision Team and 

Victory. Pray that God 
would lead us to be the 
church He wants us to 
be in this new season.



VICTORY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5946 E. UNIVERSITY DRIVE 
MESA, AZ 85205

WORSHIP WITH US! SAT 4pm & SUN 8 & 9:30am

Be sure to follow, like and subscribe to our channel @VictoryLutheranChurchMesa

SUNDAYS  
@ 9:30am

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT FREEDOM?   
In our distress, we prayed to the Lord, and He 

answered us and set us free. (Psalm 118:5) 

So if the Son sets us free, we are truly free. 
(John 8:36) 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves 

be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
(Galatians 5:1) 

The Lord gives justice to the oppressed  
and food to the hungry. The Lord frees  

the prisoners. (Psalm 146:7) 

And since the Spirit of the Sovereign Lord  
is upon us, He has anointed us to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent us to comfort 

the brokenhearted and proclaim that 
captives will be released and prisoners  

will be freed. (Isaiah 61:1)


