
Spiritual Pilgrimage:  
In the Footsteps of the Apostle Paul 

Malta • Sicily • Rome 

October 4-14, 2023 
Hosted by Pastor Todd & Anne Mathison 

Join us this coming October and follow in the footsteps of the 
Apostle Paul on his last missionary journey to Rome. 

$5,350 per person  
(based on double occupancy) 

For more information or to indicate interest, contact Pastor Todd at 
tmathison@victorylutheran.com



 

David Jones, a seasoned international travel 
professional, and his team with Explorer X  are 
putting this trip together. David and his wife 
actually served as missionaries to Italy at one 
point in their life. David will be traveling with 
us as our team leader. I will lead the spiritual 
and Biblical parts of this trip. 

The cost is $5,350 per person, based on 
double-occupancy. We are traveling just after 
peak season yet able to enjoy pleasant 
weather. Average daily temperatures in Rome 
during October are 72°/ 53°.  

A non-refundable deposit of $1,338 (25%) is 
due March 31, 2023 to reserve your place. 

Prepare for a unique and powerful spiritual 
experience, as well as seeing some exquisite 
sites in Malta and Italy. I hope you will come 
with us on this once-in-a-lifetime trip. 

In Christ, 
Todd Mathison 

Dear Friends, 

My wife Anne and I are excited about an 
opportunity we have to lead a Spiritual 
Pilgrimage to Malta, Sicily and Rome, October 
4-14, 2023. We will be following in the footsteps 
(or wake) of the Apostle Paul on his journey to 
Rome. And we’d love for you to come along 
with us! 

Highlights are a boat tour of the spot believed 
to be where the Apostle Paul and his mates 
were shipwrecked off of Malta. Take a 
hydrofoil from Malta to Sicily and discover Mt 
Etna. Then fly to Rome and stay at the little 
castle of Park Hotel Villa Grazioli. In Rome, 
explore the catacombs, enjoy a guided tour of 
the Vatican, visit the Mamertine Prison where 
Paul was held, and take in the Basilica of 
Saint Paul Outside the Wall (believed to be 
where Paul was martyred). We will travel 
along the Via Appia where Paul met the 
Elders from Rome at the Three Taverns, and 
walk the actual pavement on which Paul 
walked. Read further for detailed information 
about each day.                         

This trip is unlike other package tours. It is 
structured so that you stay in the same hotel 
three (3) nights in a row each for Malta, Sicily 
and Rome. We will venture out each day for 
tours, dining, and personal sightseeing 
without having to pack up each morning. 
Plus, the hotels at which we are staying are 
n o t t o u r i s t y h u b s , b u t e x q u i s i t e 
establishments with unique locations and 
charm all of their own.  

TOUR FEATURES 

• Roundtrip airfare from Phoenix 

• Stay three nights in each 
destination where you will be able 
to explore the sites at a relaxing 
pace. 

• Accommodations at first class/
select hotels, based on two 
persons sharing in twin-bedded 
rooms with private bath. 

• Professional guides for each 
location. 

• Breakfast and dinner daily and 
some lunches.

DEPOSIT $1,338 p/p 
Based on double occupancy 

Single room is $1,650 extra p/p 

Non-refundable deposit is due by  
April 30, 2023. 

Payment in full due June 15th.



 

Valletta – Malta’s Capital City

Town of Taormina

Itinerary at a Glance 
October 4 | Depart for Malta! 
Overnight: None | Meals: None 

October 5 | Welcome to Malta 
Overnight @ The Waterfront Hotel (Sliema) | Meals: Dinner 

October 6 | Explore the Capital City + Boat around St Paul’s Shipwreck Island 
Overnight @ The Waterfront Hotel (Sliema) | Meals: B, D 

October 7 | Discover the Silent City of Mdina 
Overnight @ The Waterfront Hotel (Sliema) | Meals: B, D 

October 8 | Hydrofoil ship to Catania, Italy & Visit Siracusa 
Overnight @ Hotel Villa Diodoro (Taormina) | Meals: B, D 

October 9 | Discover Europe’s Highest Active Volcano 
Overnight @ Hotel Villa Diodoro (Taormina) | Meals: B, D 

October 10 | Free day in the beautiful town of Taormina 
Overnight @ Hotel Villa Diodoro (Taormina) | Meals: B, D 

October 11 | Fly to Rome 
Overnight @ Park Hotel Villa Grazioli (Rome) | Meals: B, D 

October 12 | Explore the Catacombs of Rome 
Overnight @ Park Hotel Villa Grazioli (Rome) | Meals: B, L, D 

October 13 | Visit the Vatican Museums 
Overnight @ Park Hotel Villa Grazioli (Rome) | Meals: B, L, D 

October 14 | Ciao, Italy! + Flight Home 
Overnight @ None | Meals: B 

B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner



Detailed Itinerary 
October 5 | Welcome to Malta 
Upon arrival in Malta, you will be greeted by a representative and local guide who will assist you 
during your transfer from the airport to your hotel by private air-conditioned coach. On the way to 
the hotel, the local guide will introduce you to the islands of Malta. Enjoy dinner and overnight at 
the hotel. 
Overnight @ The Waterfront Hotel (Sliema) | Meals: D  
 
October 6 | Explore the Capital City 
After breakfast, meet your guide in the hotel lobby and transfer to Valletta – Malta’s Capital City. 
The guide will walk you through the city, explaining its history and architecture. The walking tour 
will start at Upper Barrakka Gardens where you can enjoy the stunning view overlooking Grand 
Harbor. Afterward, you will participate in the audio-visual show “The Sacred Island” (approx. 40 
min.) and then continue with the visit to St. John’s Co-Cathedral, to view many of Malta’s greatest 
treasures, including the famed Caravaggio. You will then proceed to Casa Rocca Piccola, a small 
palazzo built in 1580. This is a window to the Maltese domestic culture of yesteryear. This 
afternoon, you will have time at leisure for lunch on your own. After lunch, you will proceed to St. 
Paul’s Shipwreck Church to view two relics of St. Paul and after the Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church, which dominates the Valletta skyline. Finally, take a boat excursion around St. Paul’s 
Shipwreck Island before transferring back to the hotel for dinner there. 
Overnight @ The Waterfront Hotel (Sliema) | Meals: B, D 
 
October 7 | The Silent City of Mdina 
After breakfast, meet your guide in the hotel lobby and transfer to Mdina for a walking tour of 
Malta’s old capital city, also known as the Silent City. Here you will visit the Chapel of St. Agatha 
and St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Cathedral Museum, and the Palazzo Falzon. You complete the tour 
of Mdina with a walk along the bastions with their panoramic view. This afternoon, there will be 
time at leisure for lunch on your own. After lunch, you will walk the short distance to Rabat to visit 
the Museum of Roman Antiquities (Roman Domus), St. Paul’s Church, and St. Paul’s Catacombs. 
Afterward, transfer to Mosta to visit the Mosta Dome before taking a transfer back to the hotel for 
dinner. Overnight @ The Waterfront Hotel (Sliema) | Meals: B, D 
 
October 8 | Welcome to Italy 
Pozzallo • Noto • Siracusa • Taormina 
After breakfast and check-out, early AM departure from hotel to the port for our 90 minute 
hydrofoil ride across the Mediterranean. Arrive at Pozzallo Pier at 8:00am. Departure to Noto, 
landmark of the Sicilian Baroque, where we will visit the recently renovated Cathedral after many 
years of restoration. Then continue to Siracusa, the largest city of the ancient world founded in 
734 or 733 BC called Syraka. Visit of Ortigia, treasure of baroque art with its Temple of Athena 
transformed into a cathedral and visit of the wonderful archaeological area including the famous 
Latomia del Paradiso (quarry of paradise) with the “Dionysius “Ear”, the Greek Roman Theatre, 
and the amphitheater (UNESCO heritage). After we will visit also Catacombe di San Giovanni, 
where we will find la Cripta di San Marciano. Departure to Taormina. Check-in and dinner. 
Overnight @ Hotel Villa Diodoro (Sicily) | Meals: B, D 



Detailed Itinerary 
October 9 | Discover Europe’s Highest Active Volcano  
After breakfast at the hotel this morning, depart to Mount Etna, the highest still active European 
volcano (3,345 meters) and UNESCO heritage. The coach will arrive at Rifugio Sapienza at about 
6,000 feet. Enjoy free time to visit one of the famous Silvestri Craters, now extinct. Along the route, 
enjoy the wonderful variety of landscapes. During the centuries, the volcano has created a place 
where nature, culture, and history merge to create a unique place. Next, proceed to Taormina, the 
enchanted pearl of Sicily on top of the picturesque rock of Mount Taurus. Free time to have a walk 
among the beautiful little streets and for shopping or visit the Greek Theatre from where you can 
admire the volcano and the Ionian Sea. Tonight, dinner will be at the hotel. Overnight @ Hotel 
Villa Diodoro (Sicily) | Meals: B, D 

October 10 | Free day in the beautiful town of Taormina 
A rest and refresh day to enjoy and explore the town of Taormina at your own pace. 
 
October 11 | Welcome to Rome 
This morning, have breakfast at the hotel before a transfer to Catania airport to fly to Rome. Upon 
arrival at the Rome airport, you will meet with an assistant and transfer by private bus to the 
hotel in Grottaferrata (Rome). After check-in, dinner will be at the hotel. 
Overnight @ Park Hotel Villa Grazioli (Rome) | Meals: B, D 
 
October 12 | The Catacombs of Rome 
After breakfast at the hotel, depart by private bus for a guided city tour of Christian Rome (6 hrs). 
The visit starts with the Catacombs (please kindly note that the visit to the Catacombs will be 
conducted by the internal guide of the Catacombs. Your personal guide will only accompany the 
group but cannot explain the tour, entrance fee is also included). Lunch today will be in a 
restaurant nearby. In the afternoon, continue with the local guide for the visit to Saint Paul 
outside the Wall. Finally, return to the hotel in the late afternoon for dinner. 
Overnight @ Park Hotel Villa Grazioli (Rome) | Meals: B, L, D 
 
October 13 | The Vatican Museums 
After breakfast at the hotel depart by private bus for a guided tour of the Vatican Museums (4 
hrs). (Please take kind note that the group will be left nearby the Vatican Museums, you will have 
to walk a short distance to the entrance of the Vatican Museums where you will meet the 2 
guides). Lunch this afternoon will be in a restaurant in the city center. After lunch, continue with 
the local guide for the visit to the Colosseum and Arch of Titus. Finally, continue with a visit to the 
Mamertine Prison and return to the hotel in the late afternoon for dinner at the hotel.  
Overnight @ Park Hotel Villa Grazioli (Rome) | Meals: B, L, D 
 
October 14 | Farewell Italy 
After breakfast at the hotel, pack up and check out. You will then meet with the English-speaking 
assistant and be picked up at the hotel for a transfer by bus to Fiumicino airport in time for your 
return flights home. Overnight @ None | Meals: B 

https://www.dreamstime.com/photos-images/mount-etna.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=taormina&rlz=1C5MACD_enUS1016US1016&sxsrf=AJOqlzWistHZukoF-mmknKAfnM387FXTBg:1677951285491&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwivvcnS58L9AhXbHkQIHY3aA50Q_AUoAnoECAEQBA&biw=1286&bih=649&dpr=2
https://www.villa-grazioli.it/en/


 

Accommodations 

Sliema, Malta @ The Waterfront Hotel | October 5–8 
Everything Malta has to offer every time you step out of 
the door. The unique location of the Waterfront makes it 
the ideal place to experience the whole of the islands as 
well as the immediate area. Discover Malta’s fascinating 
history, indulge in a bit of retail therapy, or unwind at one 
of the multitudes of cafes and restaurants in the vicinity. 
There are few places in the world where you get to enjoy 
vibrant city life, right on the water’s edge, and where such 
a buzz and energy meet the clear, calm blue sea. Arrive to 
find a warm welcome, and experience everything Malta 
has to offer, every time you step out of the door. And leave 
refreshed, recharged, and inspired. The hotel features a 
Mediterranean interior style with a sleek and modern 
design full of Maltese island character. Choose to head out 
and explore, or relax in style at your lido, surrounded by 
azure waters and sipping on cocktails. Hop on a boat to 
explore our heritage capital, Valletta. Stroll to a nearby 
restaurant for your evening meal or get swept up in one of 
our local festivals and dance the night away. 
  
Taormina, Italy @ Hotel Villa Diodoro | October 8–11 
The Hotel Villa Diodoro is a place for those that enjoy the 
best in life. Open all year round and located just a few 
steps from the idyllic town of Taormina, the hotel boasts a 
pool area that looks out over Mount Etna and the bay of 
Naxos. The Diodoro, a monument among monuments, 
with over one hundred years of history, has been 
dedicated to the greek historian Diodoro Siculo, a 
renowned figure who lived in the old town, telling the story 
of how distinguished travelers all over the world, 
discovered Taormina in their search of beauty and sun, art 
and culture. The hotel Villa Diodoro retains, to this day, its 
historic roots as a place of elegance and exclusivity, where simple pleasures are transformed into 
unforgettable experiences. 
  
Rome, Italy @ Park Hotel Villa Grazioli | October 11–14 
Park Hotel Villa Grazioli is an ancient cardinal villa situated in 
a panoramic position on the Tusculum hill near Frascati. 
Splendid, frescoed rooms and wonderful gardens overlooking 
Rome are available for individual guests, meetings, and 
private receptions. The Villa is surrounded by a large secular 
park, where guests can relax in contact with nature, in a 
context of peace and silence, away from the chaos of the city. 
The Park Hotel Villa Grazioli is positioned just 20 km from the 
center of Rome, 35 km from Fiumicino airport, and 12 km from 
Ciampino airport. Throughout the Villa, there is a fast fiber-
optic Wi-Fi connection. 

Hotel Villa Grazioli

HotelVilla Diodoro

The Waterfront Hotel

https://www.google.com/search?q=Sliema,+Malta&rlz=1C5MACD_enUS1016US1016&sxsrf=AJOqlzU6ThV7iJw5F7cfaXLuFEa9CvpwAA:1677952042677&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiMvdC76sL9AhWXhu4BHWq3CvYQ_AUoAnoECAMQBA&biw=1286&bih=649&dpr=2
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Feature-g190327-d264939-zft1-The_Waterfront_Hotel.html#photos;aggregationId=&albumid=106&filter=7&ff=375209219
https://www.google.com/search?q=Taormina,+Italy&rlz=1C5MACD_enUS1016US1016&sxsrf=AJOqlzW0qQzf4Fph_lq_fd4Cgu3F5smFKw:1677952064726&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAq5LG6sL9AhUAPkQIHXlzCSMQ_AUoAnoECAEQBA&biw=1286&bih=649&dpr=2
https://www.hotelvilladiodoro.com/eng/gallery-luxury-hotel-taormina-sicily
https://www.google.com/search?q=Rome,+Italy&rlz=1C5MACD_enUS1016US1016&sxsrf=AJOqlzVfJ5nYrQgHTtS7h9WxgX1D8YPDdA:1677952105725&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwil1djZ6sL9AhVqLkQIHcdgB7oQ_AUoAnoECAEQBA&biw=1286&bih=649&dpr=2
https://www.google.com/search?q=park+hotel+villa+grazioli&rlz=1C5MACD_enUS1016US1016&sxsrf=AJOqlzVJrqq0VOVYmx-EFQ4oGeBs1WqNJw:1677951524500&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjwxsXE6ML9AhX0KkQIHSIeA4kQ_AUoAnoECAEQBA&biw=1286&bih=649&dpr=2


  Explorer X: Terms and Conditions 
Agreement  
By submitting your payment to Explorer X, you are agreeing to our Terms & Conditions which can 
be found on our website at the link below. Please review this carefully before submitting your 
payment.   
General Terms & Conditions: (www.explorer-x.com/terms-conditions)  

Cancellations by You & Refunds  
Cancellation penalties imposed by Explorer X’s suppliers are per person for land tour 
arrangements. To cancel your booking, you must send written notice to us by email at: 
travel@explorer-x.com. The following cancellation terms apply effective as of the date Explorer X 
receives written notice of cancellation:  

Trip Cancelation  
‣ 91+ days prior to departure date: 25% of trip price 
‣ ≤ 90 days prior to departure date: 100% of trip price 

No refunds will be provided for any unused portion of a trip once it begins, including if you leave a 
trip for any reason or are removed from the trip. There are no exceptions to this cancellation and 
refund policy, including for reasons related to weather, terrorism, civil strife, personal, family, or 
medical emergencies or any other circumstances beyond our control. You will not be reimbursed 
for any personal expenses such as airfare, hotel, or other travel expenses due to changes in 
itineraries or cancellations. For this reason, we strongly encourage you to purchase trip 
cancellation and interruption insurance.  

Cancellations or Changes by Us & Flexibility  
We reserve the right to cancel, change, or modify any tour without prior notice for the safety and/
or comfort of clients. You acknowledge that any aspect of your trip and itinerary may change 
without prior notice due to local circumstances or events, which may include mechanical 
breakdown, flight cancellations, illness, strikes, political disputes, weather, and other 
unforeseeable factors. If, prior to departure, we make a significant change because of a problem 
with a supplier, we will notify you of available alternatives as soon as reasonably possible. Any 
changes may require a supplemental payment from you or result in a refund less any 
cancellation fees and nonrefundable deposits. If we cancel, which is rare, a refund check will be 
issued to you less any airline ticket cancellation fees and nonrefundable deposits paid to local 
suppliers. This refund will constitute full settlement of claims you may have arising out of our 
cancellation. You will not be reimbursed for any personal expenses such as airfare, hotel, or other 
travel expenses due to changes in itineraries or trip cancellations.  

Force Majeure  
Explorer X will not be deemed in breach of this agreement or otherwise liable to you, by reason of 
delay in performance or nonperformance of any of its obligations under this agreement to the 
extent that any such delay or nonperformance is due to any Force Majeure. “Force Majeure” 
means any circumstances beyond the reasonable control of Explorer X, including without 
limitation acts of God, terrorist activities, insurrection, explosion, flood, tempest, forceful wind, fire 
or accident, war or threat of war declared or undeclared, sabotage, civil disturbance, labor 
strikes, requisition, sickness, quarantine, government intervention, weather conditions, and 
unforeseen circumstances. If Explorer X and/or any of its suppliers are affected by Force Majeure, 
they shall be entitled to, and may in their sole discretion, vary or cancel any itinerary or 
arrangement in relation to the tour. Regarding civil unrest, once Explorer X has investigated the 
prevailing situation, as it deems fit, it shall remain in Explorer X’s sole and absolute discretion 
whether to proceed with the tour.  
Explorer X is a registered Seller of Travel in the state of Washington (#604151500). 



VICTORY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5946 E. University Drive, Mesa, AZ 85205 | 480-830-5024 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8am-4pm | VictoryLutheran.com

Malta 
A culture that goes back 7,000 years. Where Paul was shipwrecked and 

ministered to the local people. You step back in time on this beautiful island.  

Sicily 
Just off the “boot” of Italy, Paul spent time in Syracuse where he founded 

churches. It was a famous Greek city at the time. Stay in the beautiful Taormina, 
a stunning coastal town on the Mediterranean, near Mount Etna. 

Rome 
Paul did much writing and encouraging of believers from prison and house 

arrest. He spent his final days here. The Eternal City is bathed in history. We’ll visit 
the Appian way which still has the same stones as in Paul’s time, the Catacombs 

where early Christian’s met during the time of Roman persecution. See the 
Colosseum, Vatican City, and much more.

http://VictoryLutheran.com

