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De ! r Victory F ! mily, 

Every December, ! s the lights go up ! nd the music begins to drift 
through our homes ! nd stores, my he ! rt goes b ! ck to !  simple, 
little-known Christm ! s song Ñ one I love so much th ! t I ! ctu ! lly 
s! ng it ! t l ! st ye ! rÕs WomenÕs Ministry Christm ! s Luncheon. ItÕs 
R! ndy StonehillÕs ÒChristmas Song for All Year ÕRound.Ó !Ch! nces 
! re, youÕve prob ! bly never he ! rd it. But its mess ! ge is one th ! t sinks deep into my soul every Advent. 

The song begins with !  longing: ÒI wonder if this Christmas theyÕll begin to understandÉthe Jesus that 
we celebrate is much more than a man.Ó ! IsnÕt th! t the he ! rtbe ! t of Advent? A world gr ! sping for 
hopeÉ ! nd !  S! vior who comes quietly, yet powerfully, into our mess. StonehillÕs lyrics refuse to let 
Christm ! s st! y sentiment ! l. They move us from m ! nger to mission, from cr ! dle to cross: ÒThe only 
way to save us was for Jesus Christ to dieÉAnd mankind was forgiven Ñ I was forgiven.Ó Th! tÕs the 
p ! rt I c ! n never sing without !  lump in my thro ! t. Christm ! s is not just !  d ! y. ItÕs the opening ch ! pter 
of GodÕs rescuing love Ñ !  love se ! led on C ! lv! ry ! nd m ! de etern ! l in ! n empty tomb. But my 
f! vorite line? ÒPerhaps theyÕll think about the word and see it spells His name.Ó  Christm ! s Ñ Christ-
with-us, Christ-for-us, Christ-coming- ! g ! in. A se ! son, yesÉbut ! lso !  S! vior for ! ll se ! sons. 

My pr ! yer for you, de ! r Victory f ! mily, is th ! t this December you he ! r the music behind the music Ñ 
the melody of gr ! ce th ! t pl ! ys ! ll ye ! r long. M ! y the Christ of Christm ! s Þll your d ! ys with hope, 
dr ! w you into worship, ! nd remind you th ! t you ! re deeply, etern ! lly loved. 

W! lking with you tow ! rd the m ! nger,

Todd M! thison, Le! d P! stor 
Denton Bennet, Associ! te P! stor 

RenŽe Bennett, Discipleship P! stor 
Dirk Duhlstine, Ch! pl! in

ÒThanks be to God for 
His indescribable gift!Ó 

2 Corinthians 9:15

mailto:hello@victorylutheran.com
http://VictoryLutheran.com
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Experience the Gifts of Christmas Ñ  
Prayer, Advent Communion, Christmas Concert, and Ca ndlelight Worship

Christmas Concert 
Sun, December 14, 3pm 
A Europe ! n Christm ! s with VLC Choir, 
Soloists & H ! ndbells 
Celebr ! te the se ! son with the eleg ! nce 
! nd be ! uty of Europe ! n Christm ! s 
tr ! ditions! Join the Victory music ministry 
for !  festive concert fe ! turing cl ! ssic 
c! rols, timeless ! nthems, ! nd s ! cred 
music inspired by the rich herit ! ge of 
Europe. Experience the joy ! nd wonder 
of Christm ! s through stunning chor ! l 
h ! rmonies ! nd shimmering bell choir 
perform ! nces, together with strings ! nd 
trumpet. A reception will follow. Entr ! nce 
is free, ! nd don ! tions ! re ! ppreci ! ted. 
Invite !  friend to come sh ! re the spirit of 
Christm ! s in !  truly memor ! ble w ! y.

Prayer & Praise Worship | Wed, December 3, 4pm 
Join us in the courty ! rd Ch ! pel for this speci ! l Christm ! s-themed 
service. Christm ! s is !  se! son full of both immense joy ! nd quiet 
s! dness. As we come together in this time of Pr ! yer ! nd Pr ! ise, we 
will seek the F ! therÕs he! rt especi ! lly for those who ! re experiencing 
grief, turmoil, ! nd loneliness. We will ! lso"rejoice together in singing 
some f ! vorite "Christm ! s"C! rols ! nd give God th ! nks for the m ! ny 
things th ! t Þll us with pe ! ce ! nd hope during this speci ! l se! son. "

Advent Communion | Wed, December 10, 4pm 
In the midst of this busy, often stressful se ! son, we invite you to p ! use 
! nd step out of the noise ! nd lights of the world. T ! ke time to reßect 
on the profound me ! ning of Jesus coming to e ! rth ! s !  childÑthe 
true Light of the World. Join us for !  speci ! l communion service 
fe ! turing the beloved Holden Evening Pr ! yer. This is !  be ! utiful 
opportunity to pr ! y, sing, ! nd center your he ! rt on the gift of Christ, 
offered through the Christ Child.
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Christmas Eve Services | Wed, December 24 
Experience the Gifts of Christm ! s ! t one of our C ! ndlelight Christm ! s Eve services! We 
celebr ! te the true gift - Jesus Himself. This Christm ! s, receive the One gift th ! t ch ! nges 
everything. E ! ch service fe ! tures beloved c ! rols, be ! utiful music, scripture, ! nd !  fresh, 
thought-provoking retelling of the gre ! test story ever told. 

Children ! re welcome ! t ! ll services ! nd will receive !  speci ! l ! ctivity b ! g. Be sure to pick 
up invit ! tion c ! rds ! t the Welcome Center to sh ! re with friends ! nd neighbors ! s we 
spre ! d the joy of the se ! son throughout our community! 

Service Times: 
1, 3, 5pm Ð Traditional Worship with Choir, Organ &  Strings 

7pm Ð Contemplative Christmas with Guitar 

9pmÐ Candlelight Communion with Organ & Handbells

Christmas Day with Communion  
Thurs, December 25 at 10am 
Through Jesus, every gift of Christm ! sÑhope, 
love, joy, ! nd pe ! ceÑÞnds its source ! nd 
fulÞllment, ! nd tod ! y th ! t gift comes to us 
not only in the m ! nger but ! lso ! t the t ! ble. 
As we come forw ! rd to receive His body ! nd 
blood, we encounter the s ! me Jesus who 
entered our world, GodÕs Þn ! l Word of gr ! ce, 
given for usÑImm ! nuel, God with us, here 
! nd now.

Sc! n to  
Le! rn More 

Invit! tion c! rds ! re ! v! il! ble ! t the Welcome Desk! 
Be sure to pick some up ! nd invite !  friend or 
neighbor. ItÕs !  simple yet me! ningful w! y to re! ch 
out ! nd welcome others to church.
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SERMON SERIES WEEKEND LINE-UP:  

EXPERIENCE THE GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS 
November 29 & 30, 2025  
ÒHOPEÓ Ñ Luke 2:8-14 
We live in !  world hungry for hopeÑbut too often, we settle for 
wishful thinking or short-term Þxes th ! t quickly f ! de. The hope of 
Christm ! s is different. ItÕs rooted in GodÕs promises, ! nchored in 
ChristÕs coming, ! nd ste ! dy enough to c ! rry us through every 
storm. Advent reminds us th ! t God h ! s been f ! ithful in the p ! st, 
He is present with us now, ! nd He will keep His promises for the 
future. Th ! tÕs the kind of hope no circumst ! nce c ! n t ! ke ! w ! y. 
Discover the true gift of hope in JesusÑthe hope th ! t ste ! dies our 
he ! rts tod ! y ! nd points us tow ! rd the joy of His return. 

December 6 & 7, 2025 
ÒPEACEÓ Ñ John 14:15-27 
We often think of pe ! ce ! s the ! bsence of conßictÑbut the pe ! ce 
of Christm ! s is so much more. Jesus, the Prince of Pe ! ce, stepped 
into our broken world to bring pe ! ce with God, pe ! ce within 
ourselves, ! nd the promise of pe ! ce th ! t will one d ! y cover the 
e! rth. This is !  pe ! ce th ! t deÞes circumst ! nces, !  pe ! ce th ! t 
gu ! rds our he ! rts ! nd minds when life feels overwhelming. 
Receive the pe ! ce only Jesus c ! n giveÑpe ! ce for tod ! y, ! nd pe ! ce 
th ! t will l ! st forever. 

December 13 & 14, 2025 
ÒJOYÓ Ñ Philippians 4:1, 4-9 
We ! ll ch ! se joy, but too often we confuse it with comfort, e ! se, or !  c! refree ! ttitude th ! t s! ys, Òno worries.Ó 
The problem is, th ! t kind of joy dis ! ppe ! rs the moment life gets h ! rd. But the joy Jesus brings is different. 
ItÕs deep, unsh ! k! ble, ! nd strong enough to c ! rry us through lifeÕs toughest ch ! llenges. He c ! me into our 
world with good news of gre ! t joy for ! ll peopleÑ ! nd th ! t includes you. Discover how to ! nticip ! te, 
recognize, ! nd choose this l ! sting joy by living in gr ! titude, obedience, ! nd closeness with Christ. DonÕt miss 
the ch ! nce to let His joy Þll your he ! rt this se ! son. 

December 20 & 21, 2025 
ÒLOVEÓ Ñ Ephesians 3:14-21 
Christm ! s isnÕt just ! bout w ! rm f ! mily moments or sentiment ! l love songs. At its core, Christm ! s is the 
gre ! test love story ever toldÑGod sending His Son into the world to rescue us. The love we sing ! bout in 
c! rols or see in holid ! y tr ! ditions p ! les in comp ! rison to this love th ! t ch ! nges everything. ItÕs !  love to be 
received, experienced, ! nd sh ! red. Discover the true gift of GodÕs loveÑhow it tr ! nsforms our he ! rts ! nd 
overßows into the lives of those ! round us. 

December 27 & 28, 2025 
ÒPointing Others to JesusÓ Ñ John 1:19-34 
John the B ! ptizer humbly ! fÞrms his identity ! s merely !  messengerÑ !  voice crying in the wildernessÑ
whose purpose is to point others to Jesus. When he decl ! res, ÒBehold, the L ! mb of God who t ! kes ! w ! y the 
sin of the world,Ó John reminds us th ! t our lives, too, ! re me ! nt to direct ! ttention ! w ! y from ourselves ! nd 
tow ! rd Christ. In !  world th ! t prizes self-promotion, f ! ith invites us to live like JohnÑbe ! ring witness e ! ch 
d ! y to the One who ! lone t ! kes ! w ! y our sin ! nd gives us life.



Dear Victory Family, 
As Christm ! s dr ! ws ne ! r, our he ! rts 
turn ! g ! in to the gre ! test gift ever 
given: ÒGod so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son.Ó ! In Jesus, 
God moved tow ! rd usÑentering our 
wo r l d , s h ! r i n g o u r h u m ! n i t y , 
redeeming us, ! nd g ! thering us into 
His household of f ! ith so th ! t we 
might live forw ! rd together in His 
gr ! ce. 

Th! t s ! me spirit of generous love 
sh! pes our life ! s !  congreg ! tion. 
Week ! fter week, I see it in youÑin 
your comp ! ssion, your pr ! yers, your 

serving, your giving, ! nd your deep desire to see 
others come to know Jesus. It is !  joy to serve !  
church th ! t believes God h ! s more for usÉ ! nd 
more for the world through us. 

As we ! ppro ! ch the close of 2025, I w ! nt to invite 
you to pr ! yerfully consider m ! king !  speci ! l 
ye! r-end giftÑ ! n extr ! , generous, even stretch-
giftÑto Victory Luther ! n. Strong ye ! r-end giving 
will be essenti ! l for us to Þnish close to our 
Þn ! nci ! l go ! ls. More import ! ntly, your joyful 
generosity fuels our sh ! red mission ! nd 
positions us to keep moving Forward Together Ñ
we lcoming new peop le , s t reng then ing 
discipleship, ! nd extending ChristÕs love 
throughout the E ! st V! lley. 

The Church Council ! nd St ! ff ! re ! lso doing our 
p ! rt to stew ! rd every gift with wisdom ! nd 
restr ! int. Throughout 2025, our st ! ff h ! s kept 
expenses 6% below our ! pproved budget, 
c ! re fu l l y m ! n ! g ing resou rces w i thou t 
diminishing ministry. Looking ! he ! d, we ! re 
t ! king further steps by f reezing the 2026 
spending pl ! n ! t this ye ! rÕs levels. These 
decisions reßect our commitment to f ! ithful, 
responsible, forw ! rd-thinking stew ! rdship ! s we 
serve Christ together. 

You c ! n give online ! t VictoryLuther ! n.com/
give , by m ! il, in person ! t worship services, or 
sc! n the QR code below. If you need ! ssist ! nce, 
ple ! se cont ! ct the church ofÞce. 

Th! nk you for your f ! ithful p ! rtnership in the 
Gospel. M ! y the Lord bless you richly ! s we 
celebr ! te the S ! vior who c ! me for usÑ ! nd ! s 
we continue stepping forw ! rd together in His 
n ! me. 

In ChristÕs Love,
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Giving Stock: A Smart and Meaningful 
Way to Support Victory 

As ye! rÕs end ! ppro! ches, m! ny in our Victory f! mily look 
for wise w! ys to give generously. One of the most t! x-
! dv! nt! ged w! ys to support the ministry of our church is 
by don! ting ! ppreci! ted stock or securities" directly to 
Victory. 

Most people donÕt re! lize how powerful this type of gift c! n 
be Ñ for the giver ! nd"for the church. If you h! ve owned 
stock for more th! n one ye! r ! nd it h! s incre! sed in v! lue, 
tr! nsferring those sh! res directly to Victory cre! tes 
signiÞc! nt ! dv! nt! ges: 

1. You ! void c! pit ! l g! ins t! x. 
If you sell ! ppreci! ted stock, you owe t! x on the g! in. But 
if you don! te"those sh! res directly to Victory, you typic! lly 
p! y no c! pit! l g! ins t! x ! t ! ll. Th! t me! ns the full v! lue 
goes to ministry r! ther th! n to t! xes. 

2. You receive !  ch! rit ! ble deduction for the full f! ir-  
    m! rket v! lue. 

You c! n gener! lly deduct the full m! rket v! lue of the 
stock on the d! te itÕs don! ted (subject to IRS limits), even 
though you m! y h! ve p! id f! r less for it ye! rs ! go. This 
often provides !  l! rger deduction th! n giving c! sh. 

3. Your gift c! n go further Ñ ! nd cost you less. 
Bec! use you ! void c! pit! l g! ins t! x ! nd" receive !  
deduction on the full v! lue, this type of gift often ! llows 
you to give more generously with less out-of-pocket cost. 

How to m! ke !  stock gift: 

¥Cont! ct K! thy Michel ! t 480-830-5024 to request our 
broker! ge tr! nsfer instructions. 

¥Instruct your Þn! nci! l ! dvisor or broker to tr! nsfer 
sh! res directly to Victory Luther! n Church. 

¥Once the tr! nsfer is complete, we will send you ! n 
ofÞci! l gift ! cknowledgement for your records. 

For m! ny, giving ! ppreci! ted stock is !  me! ningful, t! x-
sm! rt w! y to express gr! titude to God ! nd support the 
ministry you love!
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ÒBeing transformed by our 
joyful and loving churchÓ 

¥Annu! l Congreg! tion! l Meeting 

¥Advent Communion Service 

¥Christm! s Concert 

¥C! ndlelight Christm! s Eve Worship 

¥Christm! s D! y Worship 

¥Sermon Series 

¥St! rting Point 

¥Meet !  P! stor 

¥Discovering Victory

ÒBuilding relationships and serving 
with others in GodÕs familyÓ 

¥Christm! s Lights Bus Tour 

¥Dementi! /Alzheimer C! re P! rtner Semin! r 

¥GriefSh! re: Loss of Spouse 

¥Mission & Ministry F! ir 

¥Pr! yer & Pr! ise Worship Service 

¥Quilters Group 

¥S.A.F.E. Singles Ministry 

¥ Sm! ll Groups 

¥ Victory Book Club 

¥ WomenÕs Ministry  
Christm! s Luncheon

ÒExtending GodÕs love and Good 
News locally and globallyÓ 

¥Victory Forw! rd: Leisure World Microsite 

¥Oper! tion Christm! s Child 

¥Orch! rd: Afric!  

¥F! mily Promise 

¥Food P! ntry 

¥KBM M! rket

ÒDeepening faith daily through 
GodÕs Word and prayerÓ 

¥Ye! r-End Giving C! mp! ign 

¥Winter Study: Rom! ns 

¥Spiritu! l Gifts Cl! ss 

¥Est! te & Pl! nned Giving Semin! r 

¥Don! tion of Stock Tr! nsfer 

¥IRA Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)

VICTORY LUTHERAN CHURCH ¥ MESA, AZ



Across the country, churches ! re discovering 
th ! t when worship is brought closer to 
where people live, ministry becomes more 
person ! l , re l ! t ionships deepen, ! nd 
outre ! ch exp ! nds in w ! ys !  single centr ! l 
c ! m p u s c ! n n o t . M i c ro s i te s Ñ s m ! l l , 
rel ! tion ! l worship g ! therings pl ! nted within 
neighborhoodsÑ ! re becoming one of the 
most effective w ! ys to re ! ch people who might never 
t ! ke the step of w ! lking into !  l! rger church building. 
This p ! st month, we witnessed this Þrsth ! nd ! t Victory. 

On November 16, ! fter months of pr ! yer, discernment, 
! nd prep ! r! tion, Victory Luther ! n Church l ! unched 
its very Þrst microsite: Victory @ Leisure World , 
g ! thering every Sund ! y ! t 3:00pm in the Rendezvous 
C! fŽ, where we present the on-dem ! nd stre ! m of our 
9:30! m. worship service from th ! t s! me morning. We 
pr ! yed God might g ! ther 20 people. He sent 52Ñ30 of 
whom were br ! nd-new to Victory. "Some w ! lked from 
their homes, others ! rrived by golf c ! rt, ! nd ! ll were 
welcomed into !  w ! rm, Christ-centered g ! thering right 
in the he ! rt of their own community. 

God h ! s r! ised up !  rem ! rk ! ble te ! m of eight serv ! nt-
le ! ders "to guide this ministry, ! nd in His perfect timing, 
He h ! s ! lso provided !  MicroSite C ! mpus P ! stor, 
N! th ! n Hilton , whose p ! stor ! l he ! rt ! nd rel ! tion ! l 
presence ! re ! lre ! dy blessing this outre ! ch. " 

And itÕs worth remembering: Victory @ Leisure World is 
not designed for those ! lre ! dy ! ttending ! t University & 
Recker. " Its purpose is missionÑnot convenience. This 
microsite exists to re ! ch Leisure World residents who 
m ! y not h ! ve !  church home ! nd who would welcome 
!  worshiping community ! v! il ! ble right where they live. 

As C! mpus P ! stor N ! te s ! id ! fter our l ! unch, ÒWhy ! re 
we so surprised when God shows up?Ó Indeed, He h ! sÑ
! nd He is le ! ding us Forward Together , now in Leisure 
World.

VICTORY @ LEISURE WORLD 
A Be! utiful Beginning to Our First Microsite

We pr! yed God might g! ther 20 
people. He sent 52Ñ30 of whom 

were br! nd-new to Victory!

www.victorylutheran.com/forward
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November 15-16, 2025

2025 Mission & Ministry Fair
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Victory Lutheran Church Ð Annual Meeting Recap

Church Council 
Peter Stenhjem, Lind !  Guy, Mike Ord ! hl 

Foundation Board 
Jim Stroh, Bruce Flyg ! re, De ! n Johnson 

Nominating Committee 
Lon !  Christoffers, Ginger Kuemmerle, Bev Locke, 
Jo! n Lindenmoyer, Vicki Bickle

We beg ! n this ye ! rÕs Annu! l Meeting with one of the 
most me ! ningful moments we could sh ! re together: 
our Ye ! r In Review video, remembering ! ll th ! t God 
h ! s done in ! nd through us this p ! st ye ! r. In c ! se you 
missed the Annu ! l Ye! r-in-Review Video , sc! n the 
QR Code ! bove to w ! tch. 

Then there w ! s the commissioning of our new 
mission te ! m "to Leisure World ! nd the inst ! ll ! tion of 
N! th ! n Hilton  ! s our MicroSite C ! mpus P ! stor. 
St! nding there, pr ! ying over th ! t te ! m, I w ! s 
reminded ! g ! in th ! t God re ! lly does r ! ise up the 
right people ! t the right timeÑfor such !  time ! s this. 

From there, we turned to the joy of welcoming new 
le ! ders " whom God h ! s c! lled into service for the 
coming ye ! r. The promise of Jeremi ! h 3:15"rings true 
for us: ÒI will give you shepherds after my own heart, 
w h o w i l l l e a d y o u w i t h k n o w l e d g e a n d 
understanding.Ó !With gr ! titude, we welcomed:

The 2026 Spending Pl ! n w ! s ! pproved . It is 
import ! nt to note th ! t your Church Council ! nd 
st ! ff ! re committed to stew ! rding every gift with 
wisdom. Throughout 2025, our te ! m h ! s kept 
expenses 6% below the ! pproved budget, c ! refully 
m ! n ! ging resources without reducing ministry. 
Looking ! he ! d, we ! re t ! king ! ddition ! l steps by 
freezing the 2026 spending pl ! n ! t this ye ! rÕs 
l eve l s . These ! c t i ons reßec t ou r sh ! red 
commitment to f ! ithful, responsible, ! nd forw ! rd-
thinking stew ! rdship ! s we serve Christ together. 
You m ! y pick up your copy of the Annu ! l Report 
! t the Welcome Desk. ItÕs Þlled with stories of 
GodÕs goodness this p ! st ye ! r. 

As we step into !  new se ! son, ple ! se join me in 
pr ! ying th ! t God would continue to le ! d usÑto 
worship Him in spirit ! nd in truth, to nurture the 
joyful, loving church f ! mily He is forming here, ! nd 
to boldly re ! ch out to those who need to know His 
love ! nd s ! ving gr ! ce. IÕm gr! teful to be w ! lking 
this journey with you.

It w ! s ! lso !  privilege to present this ye ! rÕs Victor 
Aw ! rd to M ! rk ! nd Di ! n !  Rossm ! nn . Their humble, 
f! ithful, behind-the-scenes serving reßects the he ! rt 
of Christ so be ! utifully. 

We took time to honor  two rem ! rk ! ble le ! ders "who 
! re stepping off the Council. Merle B ! um ! n , who h ! s 
f! ithfully served for over 20 ye ! rs, ! nd Andrew Lund , 
whose wise ! nd gr ! cious le ! dership ! s Council 
President h ! s blessed us these p ! st three-plus ye ! rs. 
We ! re deeply gr ! teful for both of these men ! nd 
their serv ! nt he ! rts.

In c! se you missed the 
Annu! l Ye! r-in-Review 

Video, sc! n the QR 
Code below to w! tch.
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9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
12:30-2:30pm GriefSh ! re 
        ÒLoss of SpouseÓ, C4  
4pm ConÞrm ! tion Cl ! ss, C1 

10

28 

8:30-11! m Morning Fellowship, FH 
8! m Worship & Communion, WC 
9:30 ! m Worship, WC 
9:30! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
11! m Contempor ! ryWorship,WC 
11! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR

SUNDAY M ONDAY TUESDAY W EDNESDAY

22 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 

8 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m Joining Jesus, FH 
11! m Memori ! l Service for  
          J! nice Forbord, WC 
12:30-2:30pm GriefSh ! re, C4 
4pm ConÞrm ! tion Cl ! ss, C1 
6pm Joining Jesus, FH 

9 

5:30pm Christm ! s Lights  
             Bus Tour, FH  
7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5 

10 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
1pm Bell Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
4pm Advent Communion  
          Service, WC 
6:30pm Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
8pm AA Meeting, C5

21 

8:30-11! m Morning Fellowship, FH 
8! m Worship & Communion, WC 
9:30 ! m Worship, WC 
9:30! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
11! m Contempor ! ryWorship,WC 
11! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR

23 

7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5

24 

FOOD PANTRY CLOSED 
CANDLELIGHT  
CHRISTMAS EVE 
1pm, 3pm, 5pm with Choir, WC 
7pm Contempl ! tive, WC 
9pm with Communion, WC 
8pm AA Meeting, C5

29 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 

30 

7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5 
11:30! m S.A.F.E. Singles Event  
New Ye ! rÕs Eve Lunch  
Red, White & Brew (off-site)

31 

FOOD PANTRY CLOSED 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
8pm AA Meeting, C5 

14 

8:30-11! m Morning Fellowship, FH 
8! m Worship & Communion, WC 
9:30 ! m Worship, WC 
9:30! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
11! m Contempor ! ryWorship,WC 
11! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
3pm Christm ! s Concert, WC

16 

3pm Council Meeting, B7 
5:30pm Christm ! s Lights  
             Bus Tour, FH 
6:30pm ÒSeekersÓ Sm! ll Group, B7 
7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5 

17 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
1pm Bell Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
6:30pm Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
8pm AA Meeting, C5 

7 

COMMUNION WEEKEND 
8:30-11! m Morning Fellowship, FH 
8! m Worship & Communion, WC 
9:30 ! m Worship, WC 
9:30! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
11! m Contempor ! ryWorship,WC 
11! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
12pm St ! rting Point, B7 

3 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m Decor ! te the Church 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
1pm Bell Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
4pm Pr ! yer & Pr ! ise 
          Worship Service, CH 
6:30pm Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
8pm AA Meeting, C5

DECEMBER 2025 VictoryLutheran.com

1 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
12:30-2:30pm GriefSh ! re, C4 
4pm ConÞrm ! tion Cl ! ss, C1 

2 

5:30pm Christm ! s Lights  
             Bus Tour, FH  
6:30pm ÒSeekersÓ Sm! ll Group, B7 
7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5 

http://VictoryLutheran.com
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OFFICE CLOSED

11

= Luther Room 
= Community Room 
= Ch! pel 
= Courty! rd 
= Fellowship H! ll 
= Lobby 
= Pr! yer Ch! pel 
= Worship Center

C1 
C4 
CH 
CY 
FH 
LB 
PC 

WC

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

6 

COMMUNION WEEKEND 
8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
9! m-1pm KBM M ! rket 
4pm Worship, WC 

13 

8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
11! m Annu ! l Christm ! s  
          Luncheon, FH 
4pm Worship, WC 
3pm S.A.F.E. Singles Event  
Orpheus M ! le Chorus 
Bus le ! ves @ 2pm 

11 

10! m Pr ! yer Group, B7 
11! m Al-Anon Meeting, C5 
3pm S.A.F.E. Singles Event  
B! rleenÕs Dinner & Show 
Bus le ! ves @ 5:15pm

12 

OFFICE CLOSED

18 

10! m Pr ! yer Group, B7 
11! m Al-Anon Meeting, C5 
11:30! m Stephen Ministry, C4 
5:30pm Christm ! s Lights  
             Bus Tour, FH 

19 

OFFICE CLOSED 

20 

8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
4pm Worship, W

25 

10! m Christm ! s Worship, WC 

26 

OFFICE CLOSED 

27 

8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
4pm Worship, WC

4 

9:30 ! m WomenÕs Ministry  
               Bo! rd Meeting, C1 
10! m Pr ! yer Group, B7 
11! m Al-Anon Meeting, C5 
11:30! m Stephen Ministry, C4 
5:30pm Christm ! s Lights  
             Bus Tour, FH 

1 - JANUARY 

OFFICE CLOSED

UPCOMING IN 
JANUARY 

J! nu! ry 4 & 11 
Spiritu! l Gifts, 12pm 

J! nu! ry 12-M! rch 2 
Rom! ns Study 

Mond! ys 10! m & 6pm 

J! nu! ry 5-M! rch 30 
GriefSh! re, 12:30pm 

J! nu! ry 6 
Dementi! /Alzheimer C! re  

P! rtner Semin! r, 1pm 

J! nu! ry 7 
Undecor! te Church, 10! m 

J! nu! ry 11, 18, 25 
Discovering Victory, 12:30pm 

J! nu! ry 19 
Est! te & Pl! nned Giving 

Semin! r, 1:30pm 

J! nu! ry 20 & 21 
Quilters, 8:30! m 

J! nu! ry 25-Febru! ry 1 
F! mily Promise Host Week 

J! nu! ry 27 
Book Club, 1:30pm

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm    480-830-5024 

SUBSCRIBE 
Weekly News Ebl! st 

Subscribe to our 
weekly news ! nd 

sermon link vi!  em! il. 

Send your request to 
kmichel@ 

victoryluther! n.com 
or sc! n the QR code.

http://victorylutheran.com
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Operation Christmas Child 2025 
A he! rtfelt th! nk-you to everyone who helped m! ke this 
ye! rÕs Oper! tion Christm! s Child P! cking P! rty !  wonderful 
success! Our congreg! tion p! cked 155 boxes, in ! ddition to  
385 boxes from the ÒP! cking P! rtyÓ on November 15th. 
VictoryÕs gr! nd tot! l this ye! r is ! n incredible 540 shoeboxes 
sent to children ! round the world! 
We ! re deeply gr! teful for the 50-60 volunteers who c! me to 
help p! ck, org! nize, c! rry, ! nd celebr! te the joy of giving. 
Your h! nds ! nd he! rts m! de !  re! l difference. Th! nk you 
! g! in for ! ll your support this ye! r! 
Mike & M! rci!  Hurry, Volunteer Coordin! tors



Excavating the depths of romans

8-WEEK!
WINTER!

Bible study!
Begins!

Jan 12-MARCH 2!
Mondays

TWO options:!
Mornings!

10:00-11:30AM!

Evenings!
6:00-7:30pm!

Sign up sc! nning the  
QR Code ! bove or ! t  
the Welcome Desk

WHAT WILL WE EXPLORE?
De! r Friends, gr! ce ! nd pe! ce to you, 

L! st winter, m! ny of you journeyed with me through the 
Þrst eight ch! pters of P! ulÕs m! gniÞcent letter to the 
Rom! nsÑwh! t Luther once c! lled Òthe purest Gospel.Ó 
Together, we stood in ! we before GodÕs gr! ce, m! rveled ! t 
the freedom Christ gives, ! nd discovered the Spirit-Þlled life 
P! ul describes in ÒThe Gre! t Eight.Ó 

This J! nu! ry, we pick up right where we left off. For eight 
Mond! ysÑmorning or eveningÑwe will w! lk slowly, 
reverently, joyfully through Rom! ns 9Ð16. These ch! pters 
! re rich, textured, ! nd deeply p! stor! l. They t! ke us from 
the mysteries of GodÕs mercy to the c! ll of Christi! n 
communityÉfrom the sovereignty of GodÕs s! ving pl! n to 
the everyd! y expressions of love th! t m! rk ChristÕs people. 

E! ch week youÕll receive t! ke-home notes ! nd weÕll eng! ge 
in verse-by-verse expository te! chingÑslow enough to 
underst! nd, deep enough to tr! nsform, ! nd ! lw! ys 
centered on Christ. 

If you didnÕt ! ttend l! st ye! r, you ! re still w! rmly invited. 
Rom! ns 9Ð16 st! nds be! utifully on its own. I would love to 
h! ve you join me. SIGN UP ! t the Welcome Desk"to s! ve 
your spot or sc! n the QR code ! bove. 

LetÕs st! rt the new ye! r grounded in GodÕs Word, 
surrounded by GodÕs people, ! nd strengthened by the 
Gospel th! t ch! nges everything. 

In ChristÕs love,

ROMANS 9-16

GODÕS SOVEREIGN MERCY" (ROMANS 9Ð11): 
P! ul pulls b! ck the curt! in on the 
bre! tht ! king scope of GodÕs s! ving purpose
Ñhow He keeps His promises, how His mercy 
re! ches f! rther th! n we im! gine, ! nd how 
Jew ! nd Gentile ! like st! nd only by gr! ce. 

THE LIFE OF WORSHIP"(ROMANS 12): Th! t 
f! mous Òliving s! criÞceÓ p! ss! geÑwh! t 
Luther! ns c! ll the life of voc! tion," where 
ordin! ry people offer their everyd! y lives ! s 
worship to God. 

CHRISTIAN LOVE IN ACTION" (ROMANS 12Ð
13): Humility, service, forgiveness, spiritu! l 
gifts, life under ! uthorityÑpr ! ctic! l, Spirit-
sh! ped living. 

LIFE TOGETHER IN CHRIST"(ROMANS 14Ð15): 
How the Gospel cre! tes !  community of 
welcome, unity, ! nd comp! ssion, even when 
we differ. 

A GOSPEL-SHAPED LEGACY (ROMANS 15Ð16): 
P! ulÕs Þn! l encour! gements, pr! yers, ! nd 
greetingsÑevidence th! t the Church is built 
not on perfect people, but on gr! ce-Þlled 
rel! tionships.

13
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Discovering Victory: Your Next Step in January 
H! ve you been wondering wh ! t it me ! ns to be p ! rt of the Victory f ! mily? M ! ybe 
you've been ! ttending for !  while ! nd you're re ! dy to m ! ke it ofÞci ! l. Or perh ! ps 
you're simply curious ! bout wh ! t Victory Luther ! n believes ! nd how you might Þt 
in. Wh ! tever your re ! son, Discovering Victory is designed for you. 

What Is Discovering Victory? 
Discovering Victory is our three-week 
membership cl ! ss, but it's ! lso much 
more th ! n th ! t. Yes, this is the p ! thw ! y to 
membership for those who ! re re ! dy to 
form ! lize their commitment to Victory. 
But it's equ ! lly v ! lu ! ble for ! nyone who 
w ! nts to underst ! nd our story, our beliefs, 
! nd the opportunities ! v! il ! ble to grow in 
f! ith ! nd community here. 

Over three weeks, we will explore: 

¥ Week 1 (J ! nu ! ry 11): Our Story & Your Story Ð How Victory c ! me to be, ! nd how      
your journey connects with ours 

¥Week 2 (J ! nu ! ry 18):  Wh ! t We Believe & Why It M ! tters Ð  Luther ! n theology in everyd ! y l! ngu ! ge, ! nd 
how it sh ! pes our life together 

¥Week 3 (J ! nu ! ry 25): Your Pl ! ce in the F ! mily Ð  The m ! ny w ! ys you c ! n eng ! ge, serve, ! nd continue 
growing ! fter this cl ! ss 

Who Should Attend? 
This cl ! ss is open to anyone  who w ! nts !  deeper underst ! nding of Victory Luther ! n. You don't h ! ve to join 
to ! ttend. Some people come to explore whether Victory is the right Þt. Others come bec ! use they're re ! dy 
to become members. Both ! re welcome. The cl ! ss provides cl ! rity so you c ! n m ! ke the best decision for 
your spiritu ! l journey. 

Beyond Membership 
Here's wh ! t m ! kes Discovering Victory different: it's not the Þnish lineÑit's !  doorw ! y. Whether you join or 
not, this cl ! ss connects you to ongoing opportunities for growth through wh ! t we c ! ll Discovering Life: !  
p ! thw ! y for your spiritu ! l journey with cl ! sses on spiritu ! l m ! turity, sm ! ll groups for deeper community, 
! nd mission opportunities to serve our neighbors ne ! r ! nd f ! r. Membership isn't required to p ! rticip ! te in 
! ny of these. It's simply !  w ! y to form ! lize your commitment ! nd fully 
invest in Victory's mission. 

Our Invitation 
The Victory Luther ! n discipleship p ! thw ! y is !  circle, not !  l! dder. 
You c ! n jump in wherever you're re ! dy to grow. If you've been 
wondering ! bout next steps, Discovering Victory is th ! t next step. 
Come with your questions. Come with your story. Come ! s you ! re. 

To register sign up ! t the Welcome Desk or sc ! n the QR code below. 

P! stor Denton Bennet 
dbennet@victoryluther ! n.com 
480-830-5024 xt. 115 

"There's a place for you here. Come as you are, grow as you go.Ó

Discovering Victory 
3 D! ys: J! nu! ry 11, 18 & 25 

Time 
12:30-2:30pm 

What to Bring 
Just yourself. We will provide lunch,  
m! teri! ls, ! nd convers! tion.

mailto:dbennet@victorylutheran.com


Thanksgiving Eve Worship & Dinner - November 26, 2025
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Have You Joined  
a Small Group Yet? 

With over 20 sm ! ll groups ! nd 14 groups 
th ! t currently h ! ve openings, there is 
most likely something for everyone! C ! nÕt 
Þnd wh ! t you ! re looking for? H ! ve you 
pr ! yed ! bout st ! rting your own sm ! ll 
group? " 

How do I st ! rt my own sm ! ll group? 

1) Think of people th ! t you ! lre ! dy know
ÑGolf buddies, people you pl ! y c! rds 
with, your neighbors, your co-workers, 
gym buddies, multi-gener ! tion ! l 
friendsÑthey do not h ! ve to currently 
be ! ttending Victory or even be p ! rt 
of !  church community. This is ! n 
opportunity for you to sh ! re your f ! ith 
with others. Are there people th ! t you 
know who could beneÞt from 
experiencing life together? Invite 
them to join you in !  sm ! ll group! 

2) Gr! b !  HOST st ! rter kit 

3) Pick !  d! te ! nd !  pl ! ce to meet 

4) Pick !  curriculum from the list or use 
the Pulse Life Notes 

5) St! rt meeting! 

LetÕs st! r t this new ye ! r with ! n 
i nc re ! sed commi tmen t to be in 
community with others! Cont ! ct P ! stor 
R e n Ž e f o r m o r e 
inform ! tion or check out 
our sm ! ll groups on our 
website.  

RenŽe Bennett 
Discipleship P ! stor 
480-830-5024 xt. 121 
rbennett@victoryluther ! n.com

Discover Your Purpose!  
Join our Spiritual Gifts Class 

January 4 & 11 @ 12:00-1:30pm 
P! stor Renee Bennett will be te ! ching !  two-p ! rt 
Spiritu ! l Gifts cl ! ss on J ! nu ! ry 4 ! nd J ! nu ! ry 11, 
12:00-1:30pm. 

Here is the WHY 
God does not w ! nt you to be un ! w ! re of His C ! lling on 
your life! We ! ll h ! ve spiritu ! l gifts. Spiritu ! l Gifts ! re 
GodÕs Provision for the Holy Spirit to minister to His 
people through His people (th ! tÕs us!) 

We ! re the ONLY VESSELS  the Holy Spirit uses to 
! ccomplish His work here on e ! rth. 

1 Corinthians 12:4 
ÒThere are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit 
distributes them. There are different kinds of service,  

but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, 
but in all of them and in everyone it is  

the same God at work.Ó 

1 Corinthians 12:21 
ÒThe eye cannot say to the hand, ÒI donÕt need you!Ó And 

the head cannot say to the feet, ÒI donÕt need you!Ó ! 

We ! re GodÕs cre! tion. He m ! de e ! ch of us with !  
purpose. He g ! ve e ! ch of us !  unique combin ! tion of 
gifts, ! bilities ! nd c ! lling. Though we ! re ! ll different, 
we h ! ve one thing in common. E ! ch one of us w ! s 
cre ! ted to worship! God h ! s !  pl ! n for you. Do not be 
ignor ! nt of your gifts! Our gifts ! re me ! nt to build up 
the Body of Christ, the Church. Come ! nd le ! rn how God 
h ! s uniquely sh ! ped you ! nd pr ! y ! bout wh ! t your 
gifts c ! n me ! n to Kingdom Building here on e ! rth. 

SIGN UP ! t the Welcome Desk. "
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Dementia/Alzheimer  
Care Partner Seminar 

As you m ! y know, the neurologic ! l condition known 
! s Dementi !  th ! t ! ffects the br ! in, c ! using loss of 
memory, thinking, ! nd re ! soning h ! s life ! ltering 
effects of m ! ny individu ! ls ! nd f ! milies. This is !  
powerful three-p ! rt series on Dementi !  Educ ! tion. 

Session One, J ! nu ! ry 13, de ! ls with br ! in ch ! nges 
th ! t h ! ppen during the dementi !  journey. We will 
le! rn how dementi !  ! ffects e ! ch ! re !  of the br ! in 
! nd how we, ! s c! regivers, c ! n work with the dise ! se 
inste ! d of ! g ! inst it. 

Session Two, Febru ! ry 10, de ! ls with how we c ! n 
le! rn to focus on wh ! t our loved ones c ! n do ! nd use 
th ! t knowledge to m ! ke our c ! regiving journey 
e! sier ! nd more fulÞlling for us ! nd our loved ones. 

Session Three, M ! rch 10, te ! ches us to m ! ster three 
techniques th ! t will m ! ke our d ! ys go by f ! ster ! nd 
will help keep our loved one h ! ppy ! nd entert ! ined. 

E! ch session ! lso includes !  question- ! nd- ! nswer 
section ! t the end of e ! ch semin ! r. Adult d ! y c ! re is ! v! il ! ble should ! nyone h ! ve the need for it.  
Ple ! se sign up ! t the Welcome Desk so th ! t we m ! y pl ! n ! ppropri ! tely for those who will ! ttend. 

Sign up ! t the Welcome Desk.  Questions? Cont ! ct Lynd !  Buechner ! t lynd ! buechner@gm ! il.com

Session 1: JAN 13 
Session 2: FEB 10 
Session 3: MAR 10

Estate & Planned Giving Seminar 
Sponsored by VLC Foundation 

January 19 @ 1:30pm 
Don't miss this opportunity to sh ! pe your leg ! cy 
! nd le ! ve !  l! sting imp ! ct! Our presenter, M ! rk 
Johnson, is recognized for his expertise in est ! te 
pl ! nning ! nd ch ! rit ! ble gifting. "He h ! s presented 
numerous Est ! te Pl ! nning Workshops in churches 
! round the country ! nd h ! s been !  fe! tured 
spe ! ker ! t m ! ny conferences. Le ! rn ! bout the 
different ! spects of Est ! te Pl ! nning ! nd why you 
should pl ! n. As you delve into the intric ! cies of 
est ! te pl ! nning, you'll Þnd !  multitude of 
compelling re ! sons to secure your leg ! cy: 

¥Biblic ! l Perspective on Est ! te Pl ! nning 

¥Avoid Prob ! te 

¥Reduce Est ! te T! xes 

¥Le! ve Gifts for Your F ! vorite Ch ! rity 

¥Individu ! l Consulting Opportunity 

¥And Much More! 

Sign up ! t the Welcome Desk or register online for 
Victory Luther ! n Church's Est ! te & Pl ! nned Giving 
Semin ! r!
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5946 E. University Drive 
Mes! , AZ 85205

https://wolfmueller.co/martin-luther-on-the-
promises-of-god/

WORSHIP WITH US! 
TRADITIONAL 
S! turd! ys 4pm 

Sund! ys 8! m Communion Weekly 
             9:30! m Worship 

CONTEMPORARY 
Sund! y 11! m 

CHILDRENÕS CHURCH 
Sund! y 9:30 & 11! m 

WATCH US LIVE! 
Sund! ys 9:30 & 11! m 

DAILY HOPE 
Subscribe to our d! ily devotion! l by 

texting the word victory to 888-897-5573

CANDLELIGHT 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

See p! ge 3


