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Every ye ! r, E! ster comes like sunriseÑ ! nd every 
ye! r, we need it just ! s much ! s the ye ! r before. 

On April 4 ! nd 5, we will g ! ther to celebr ! te the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We will sing with joy 
! nd he ! r ! g ! in the good news th ! t the tomb is 
empty. Jesus Christ is risen indeed. But E ! ster is 
not just !  weekend we celebr ! te. It is the truest 
thing ! bout every d ! y th ! t follows. 

Th! t is why JesusÕ words in John 14 m ! tter so 
deeply: ÒBec ! use I live, you ! lso will live.Ó" He 
does not spe ! k in the p ! st tense, ! s if 
resurrection were only something to remember. 
He spe ! ks in the present. Jesus lives now. He is 
not merely !  Þgure from history, but the risen 
Lord who is still present with His peopleÑstill 
forgiving, still le ! ding, still strengthening, still 
c! lling, still comforting. 

Th! t me ! ns E! ster re ! ches f ! r beyond the 
s! nctu ! ry. It spe ! ks into hospit ! l rooms, 
grieving he ! rts, uncert ! in futures, quiet 
dis ! ppointments, ! nd ! ll the ordin ! ry pl ! ces 
where d ! ily life unfolds. The resurrection me ! ns 
your sins ! re forgiven, your future is secure, ! nd 
even de ! th does not get the Þn ! l word. 

E! ster is not the end of the story. It is the 
turning point th ! t gives me ! ning to ! ll of life. 
Bec ! use Jesus lives, we do not simply look b ! ck 
with gr ! titude; we w ! lk forw ! rd with hope. 

As we m ! ke our w ! y to E ! ster, I hope you will 
join us throughout Holy Week for M ! undy 
Thursd ! y, Good Frid ! y, St! tions of the Cross, 
! nd our E ! ster weekend servicesÑincluding our 
6:00 ! .m. Sunrise Service. Come ! nd w ! lk the 
story with us ! ll the w ! y to the empty tombÑ
! nd the living hope th ! t is ours in Christ. 

Christ is risen! 

P! stor Todd M ! thison

EASTER CHANGES 
EVERYTHING

ÒBecause I live, you also will live.Ó!- John 14:19

DISCOVERING VICTORY:  
YOUR INVITATION TO GO DEEPER 
Three Sund! ys Ñ April 12, 19, 26 
One incredible opportunity to discover wh! t God is 
doing ! t Victory Luther! n Church. 
Whether you've been p ! rt of Victory for 
dec ! des or you're still exploring wh ! t it 
me ! ns to c ! l l this pl ! ce home, 
Discovering Victory is designed for 
you. This isn't just !  membership 
cl ! ssÑit's the beginning of ! n 
i n t e n t i o n ! l d i s c i p l e s h i p 
jou rney, ! nd ever yone i s 
invited. 

Who Should Come? 
If you've been ! ttending Victory 
! nd wondering, "Wh ! t's next for 
me here?"Ñthis cl ! ss is your ! nswer. If 
you're considering membership but w ! nt 
to le ! rn more ÞrstÑperfect, come discover. If 
you've been !  member for ye ! rs but never took this 
cl ! ssÑwe'd love to h ! ve you join us. And if you 
simply w ! nt to underst ! nd Victory's he ! rt, mission, 
! nd vision more deeplyÑyou belong here too. 

Here's wh ! t's import ! nt: this cl ! ss is not required 
for membership, ! nd it's not restricted to those 
who ! re new. " It's simply the Þrst step in our 
discipleship p ! thw ! y ! s we live out our mission: To 
be ! nd m ! ke disciples of Jesus Christ. Don't miss 
this opportunity to discoverÑor rediscoverÑwh ! t 
God is doing ! t Victory. 

To register SIGN UP  in the Welcome Center..



Holy Week: Journey from Cross to Empty Tomb 
Join the Victory community ! s we journey through the 
Þn ! l d ! ys of ChristÕs p! ssionÑbeginning with the joyful 
shouts of P ! lm Sund ! y ! nd culmin ! ting in the glorious 
celebr ! tion of His resurrection on E ! ster morning. E ! ch 

service throughout Holy Week c ! rries !  unique ! tmosphere ! nd invites us into deeper reßection on 
JesusÕ Þn! l d ! ys ! nd etern ! l love. 

PALM SUNDAYÑA Triumph ! l Beginning:  Holy Week begins ! s we w ! ve p ! lm br ! nches ! nd 
shout ÒHos ! nn ! !Ó remembering JesusÕ triumph ! nt entry into Jerus ! lem. While the crowds 
celebr ! ted their long #! w ! ited King, they did not yet underst ! nd th ! t the story would soon tr ! vel 
through suffering before re ! ching victory. 

MAUNDY THURSDAYÑRemembering the L ! st Supper ! nd G ! rden Pr ! yer:  On M ! undy 
Thursd ! y, we rec ! ll the night Jesus reinterpreted the P ! ssover ! nd g ! ve us the me ! l of 
remembr ! nce. Following dinner, they went to the G ! rden of Gethsem ! ne, ! nd there He pr ! yed. He 
pr ! yed for you. Our services include communion. Then, ! s the service ends, the stripping of the 
! lt ! r symbolizes the stripping ! w ! y of JesusÕ e! rthly life. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSSÑ A Person ! l Journey:  St! tions of the Cross will be open in the 
Fellowship H ! ll on both M ! undy Thursd ! y ! nd Good Frid ! y from 3Ð8pm. These inter ! ctive st ! tions 
provide !  quiet, contempl ! tive sp ! ce for person ! l devotion, with scripture, reßections, ! nd 
h ! nds #on elements to help you medit ! te on the s ! criÞce Jesus m ! de for you. There will be ! n 
opportunity to pl ! ce !  n ! il in the cross ! s you ! ccept His gift for you. 

GOOD FRIDAYÑ Etern ! l Rest, Etern ! l Light: Our Good Frid ! y service is !  solemn ! nd powerful 
Tenebr ! e experienceÑÒtenebr ! eÓ me! ning d ! rkness. Through the music of John RutterÕs 
ÒRequiem,Ó choir ! nd orchestr !  will le ! d us in !  music ! l service reßecting on the s ! criÞce of Jesus 
! nd hope of etern ! l life. This unique service includes re ! dings, time for medit ! tion, ! nd reßection. 
C! ndles ! re gr ! du ! lly extinguished, symbolizing the deepening d ! rkness ! s Christ ! ppro ! ched 
de ! th. 

EASTER SUNRISEÑSonrise!: Begin E ! ster morning outdoors ! t our 6 ! m Sunrise Service, !  beloved 
tr ! dition ! t Victory. As the sun rises, we celebr ! te ChristÕs resurrection with communion, music by 
our H ! ndbell Ensemble, ! nd !  mess ! ge of hope ! s the Light bre ! ks the power of d ! rkness. A 
continent ! l bre ! kf ! st follows from 6:45Ð7:45 ! m in the Fellowship H ! ll. 

EASTER WEEKEND SERVICESÑJesus Is Risen!: After w ! lking through the sorrow ! nd s ! criÞce of 
Holy Week, we g ! ther in joy, hope, ! nd triumph to celebr ! te the empty tomb ! nd the new life 
Christ offers. Our le ! d p ! stor will be pre ! ching from John 20, ! nd the Tr ! dition ! l E! ster services 
include soloists, choir ! nd br ! ss on S! turd ! y 4pm ! nd Sund ! y 8! m & 9:30 ! m. If you could use 
extr !  time to p ! rk or w ! nt to get !  better se ! t, the 8 ! m service will be ex ! ctly the s ! me ! s 9:30! m. 
Contempor ! ry worship is ! t 11! m. ChildrenÕs Church is ! v! il ! ble ! t 9:30 ! nd 11! m. 

WORSHIP WITH US NEAR OR FAR:  If you h ! ve f ! mily or friends out of town th ! t you would like to 
invite to worship with us, we will be live-stre ! ming Holy Week. Visit victoryluther ! n.com/e ! ster for 
more inform ! tion. We look forw ! rd to experiencing the journey from cross to empty tomb with 
you!

Sc! n the QR code 
to le! rn more.

Pick up your 
Invite C! rds in 
the lobby!

3



STEPS TO THE CROSS 
April 4 & 5 - ÒBelieving Is More Than SeeingÓ - John 18:1-18 
On E ! ster morning, Peter ! nd John see the empty tomb ! nd begin to believe 
something extr ! ordin ! ry h ! s h! ppened, yet John tells us they still did not 
underst ! nd from Scripture th ! t Jesus h ! d to rise from the de ! d. M ! ry, for her 
p ! rt, is given something even gre ! terÑthe risen Jesus st ! nding right in front 
of herÑ ! nd still she does not recognize Him until He c ! lls her by n ! me. Th ! t is 
why E ! ster m ! tters so much for us tod ! y: s! ving f ! ith is not produced merely 
by seeing evidence or gr ! sping f ! cts, but by the living Christ who comes to us 
through His Word, opens our he ! rts to underst ! nd the Scriptures, ! nd 
person ! lly c ! lls us from sorrow, confusion, ! nd unbelief into resurrection f ! ith. 

NEW SERIES: NEVER BEYOND HIS REACH 
No wound is too deep, no p ! st too broken, ! nd no life too f ! r gone for the 
S! vior who still seeks, restores, ! nd s ! ves. Never Beyond His Reach "procl ! ims 
the relentless mercy of the risen Jesus, who keeps dr ! wing ne ! r to people in 
fe ! r, grief, f ! ilure, doubt, ! nd d ! rkness. Ag ! in ! nd ! g ! in, these resurrection 
! ccounts show th ! t f ! ith is not something we stir up on our own, but !  gift 
Christ cre ! tes ! s He comes to us through His Word, His presence, ! nd His gr ! ce. 

April 11 & 12 - ÒCleopas Plus OneÓ - Luke 24:13Ð16, 27Ð32, 35 
On the ro ! d to Emm ! us, two grieving disciples w ! lk with the risen Jesus without re ! lizing He is the very One 
they need most. As He opens the Scriptures ! nd then m ! kes Himself known in the bre ! king of the bre ! d, 
their sorrow gives w ! y to burning he ! rts, opened eyes, ! nd living f ! ith. Even tod ! y, Jesus comes ne ! r to 
confused, we ! ry people through His Word ! nd His gifts, proving th ! t His people ! re never beyond His re ! ch. 

April 18 & 19 - ÒThomasÓ - John 18:24-29 
Thom ! s is not beyond JesusÕ re ! ch, even in his doubt, bec ! use the risen Lord comes to him person ! lly ! nd 
gives wh ! t Thom ! s could never produce for himself. Jesus does not tell him to work up more conÞdence or 
m ! nuf ! cture stronger belief, but comes with His wounds, His Word, ! nd His pe ! ceÑ ! nd through th ! t 
gr ! cious encounter cre ! tes the f ! ith He seeks. Th ! t is our hope ! s well: f ! ith is not something we ! chieve for 
Jesus, but !  gift He gives ! s He comes to His fe ! rful ! nd f ! ltering people. 

April 25 & 26 - ÒPeterÓ - John 21:15-19 
Beside ! nother ch ! rco ! l Þre, Peter le ! rns th ! t not even his deni ! l h ! s pl ! ced him beyond the re ! ch of the 
risen Jesus, who comes not to sh ! me him, but to restore him. With e ! ch question ! nd e ! ch word of 
forgiveness, Jesus re ! ches into PeterÕs f ! ilure, c ! lls forth love where there h ! d been fe ! r, ! nd entrusts him 
once ! g ! in with the c ! re of His sheep. Th ! t is the hope of this Gospel: our sin m ! y wound us deeply, but it 
c! nnot put us beyond the re ! ch of the S ! vior who still forgives, restores, ! nd c ! lls His people forw ! rd.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
Your voice m ! tters deeply to us Ñ ! nd to the 
future of Victory Luther ! n. If you h ! venÕt 
! lre ! dy, we ! re ! sking everyone to t ! ke !  
few minutes to complete !  short 
survey so th ! t we c ! n continue 
providing ministry th ! t is 
me ! ningful, relev ! nt, ! nd 
excellent for you ! nd your 
f! mily.  

Ple ! se sc! n the QR code Ñ it only 
t ! kes !  few minutes ! nd your input 
m ! kes !  re! l difference. P ! per copies 
! re ! v! il ! ble ! t the Welcome Center 
upon request.

4

Hosanna
I N  T H E  H IG H EST



5

MEET HEIDI SOMERS 
My husb ! nd Jim ! nd I moved to Arizon !  from 
M ! ss! chusetts six ye ! rs ! go. We h ! d been 
v! c! tioning in Arizon !  for 20 ye ! rs with our two 
children ! nd knew somed ! y we would c ! ll Arizon !  
home. ""  

MY FAITH BACKGROUND: 
Jim ! nd I were very involved in our church b ! ck in 
Rowley, M ! ss! chusetts. " I donÕt think there w ! s !  
position th ! t one of us didnÕt h ! ve." For me the most 
me ! ningful work w ! s ch ! peroning ! nd ! ssisting 
the Youth Group. " I felt my own Youth Group sh ! ped 
me when I w ! s young ! nd I w ! nted to m ! ke sure it 
would be there for others. 

SCRIPTURES THAT I TURN TO OFTEN: 
John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  

Ps! lm 121 - I lift up my eyes to the hillsÑfrom where 
will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.  

MY FAMILY: 
F! mily is everything to me, 
! nd my husb ! nd I fee l 
incredibly blessed th ! t both 
our children m ! rried people 
we love ! nd respect ! nd Þt 
se! mlessly into our lives. " 
They ! re our ultim ! te tr ! vel/
! dventure buddies, ! nd we 
h ! v e s e e n s o m e v e r y 
be ! utiful pl ! ces in our tr ! vels 
with them. 

OTHER THINGS THAT INTEREST ME:  
I love l ! ndsc ! pe/g ! rden design; the ch ! llenge of 
t ! king the worst p ! rt of !  y! rd ! nd m ! king it the 
Þrst thing you w ! nt to see ! fter being ! w ! y."  

Gene ! logy : I c! n tr ! ce my roots to 
the Þrst crus ! des! It is interesting to 
see how roots h ! ve pl ! yed !  role in 
sh! ping our world.  

Music: Jim ! nd I love live music. We 
often host ÒMusic on the P ! tioÓ on 
Sund ! y ! fternoons in cooler months. 
ItÕs !  BYOG (guit ! r) event ! nd to me 
!  nice old-f ! shioned w ! y to spend !  
Sund ! y ! fternoon. 

Thrifting reim ! gined:  Cre! tivity for 
me is like oxygen. " I enjoy perusing 
thrift stores ! nd cre ! ting something 

new out of something disc ! rded. 

I ! m thrilled to be p ! rt of the Victory Luther ! n Te! m 
! nd getting to know ! ll of you! 

Heid!  Somers

THANK YOU 
KATHY MICHEL 

Since 2017 K ! thy h ! s served 
the Lord ! nd Victory with 
p ! ssion, profession ! lism, ! nd 
p u r p o s e ! M e m b e r s ! n d 
visitors h ! ve inter ! cted with 
K! thy on !  d! ily b ! sis in !  
v! riety of w ! ys including cl ! ss 
registr ! tions ! nd check-ins, 
giving records, ! nd ch ! nges 

in membership, to n ! me !  few. K ! thy ! lso 
coordin ! ted b ! ptisms, weddings, ! nd funer ! ls with 
gre ! t c ! re. Her exception ! l gifts, ye ! rs of experience, 
! nd tender he ! rt were enh ! nced by her infectious 
smile ! nd sense of humor. With her longevity on 
st ! ff ! nd ! t Victory, she h ! s often been relied upon 
for her knowledge of people ! nd events ! nd "how 

w e d o t h i n g s ! t 
Victory". " Besides her 
roles on st ! ff, K! thy h ! s 
! lso coordin ! ted F ! mily 
Promise for m ! ny ye ! rs, 
is ! n usher ! t the 11! m 
service, ! nd steps in to 
s e r v e w h e r e v e r 
needed. "" 

K! thy is retiring ! t the 
end of April ! nd pl ! ns to tr ! vel with her husb ! nd, 
L! nce. L ! nce is ! lso !  dedic ! ted volunteer who 
ushers with K ! thy, is the le ! der of the Medic ! l 
Emergency Response Te ! m, ! nd volunteers ! t the 
Food P ! ntry. ""

Ple! se join us in  
celebr! ting K! thy Michel on 

Sund! y, April 26, 9-11! m 
In the Fellowship H! ll 

We w! nt to send her off  
on her ! dventures with 
! ppreci! tion ! nd love.""

Welcome Heidi Somers to the Victory st ! ff! As 
our new Church Bookkeeper Heidi will t ! ke on 
the ! ccounts receiv ! ble role previously done by 
K! thy Michel who is retiring ! t the end of 
April. "Heidi will ! lso do ! ccounts p ! y! ble ! nd 
p ! yroll th ! t h ! s been done by Di ! ne Snyder, ! s 
Di ! ne will t ! ke over K ! thyÕs other duties. Ple ! se 
stop by the ofÞce during the week to meet 
Heidi ! nd welcome her to Victory! "



¥Sermon Series (p. 4) 

¥Holy Week Line-up (p. 3) 

¥Concert Rec! p (p. 6)

ÒBuilding relationships and serving with 
others in GodÕs familyÓ

¥Orch! rd: Afric!  Fundr! iser (p. 13) 

¥Stephen Ministry (p. 8 & 9) 

¥WomenÕs Ministry Luncheon (p. 15)

¥Est! te & Pl! nned Giving Semin! r (p. 14)

VICTORY LUTHERAN CHURCH ¥ MESA, AZ

¥Sm! ll Groups (p. 12) 

¥Victory Book Club (p. 14) 

¥GriefSh! re: Loss of Spouse  (p. 13) 

¥Quilters Group (p. 15) 

¥Victory Connections (p. 18 & 19)

ÒBeing transformed by our joyful 
and loving churchÓ

ÒExtending GodÕs love and  
Good News locally and globallyÓ

ÒDeepening faith daily through 
GodÕs Word and prayerÓ

Melod’! s de Puerto Rico - C! rlos Felici! no 
M! rch 8, 2026

Th! nk you to everyone who joined us on 
Sund ! y for Melod’as de Puerto Rico . It w ! s !  
be ! utiful ! fternoon celebr ! ting the isl ! ndÕs 
rich music ! l ! nd poetic tr ! ditions. 

We ! re especi ! lly gr ! teful to tenor C ! rlos 
Felici ! no ! nd pi ! nistÐcomposer Luis Rodr’guez 
for sh ! ring their extr ! ordin ! ry t ! lent ! nd 
p ! ssion. Their perform ! nce of Puerto Ric ! n ! rt 
songs ! nd folk rhythms m ! de for !  truly 
memor ! ble experience.
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H! ve You Picked Up Your P! cket Yet? 
L! st month I sh ! red something person ! l Ñ the story 
of losing my d ! d, ! nd how even the sm ! llest 
! mount of prepl ! nning m ! de !  difference for our 
f! mily in those Þrst difÞcult hours of grief. I t ! lked 
! bout the gift th ! t documenting your Þn ! l wishes is 
for the people you love, ! nd I invited you to stop by 
the ofÞce ! nd pick up !  funer ! l pl ! nning p ! cket to 
get st ! rted. I w ! nt to come b ! ck to th ! t this month 
Ñ bec ! use if you h ! ven't picked one up yet, this is 
your gentle nudge. 

A Reminder Worth Repe! ting 
Life moves f ! st. We re ! d something th ! t reson ! tes, 
we intend to ! ct on it, ! nd then the week gets ! w ! y 
from us. I underst ! nd th ! t completely. But this is 
one of those things th ! t is genuinely worth circling 
b ! ck to, bec ! use the window to do it thoughtfully Ñ 
w i thout u rgency, w i thout 
pressure, without grief clouding 
every decision Ñ is right now, 
while life is good ! nd the 
people you love ! re ne ! r. 

Proverbs 21:5 tells us th ! t "the 
plans of the diligent lead to 
proÞt as surely as haste leads 
to poverty." " There is no more 
diligent ! ct of love th ! n sitting 
down while you h ! ve the time 
! nd the cl ! rity to document 
ex! ctly wh ! t you w ! nt, so th ! t 
your f ! mily never h ! s to guess. 

If you picked up !  p! cket l ! st month Ñ wonderful. If 
it is still sitting on your kitchen counter, this is your 
sign to open it. And if you h ! ven't stopped by the 
ofÞce yet, ple ! se do. It costs you nothing but !  little 
time, ! nd it gives your f ! mily everything they will 
need in one of the h ! rdest moments of their lives. 

Funer ! l pl ! nning p ! ckets ! re ! v! il ! ble in the 
Welcome Center.  Just stop by during ofÞce hours Ñ 
no ! ppointment, no pressure, t ! ke it home ! nd work 
through it ! t your own p ! ce. 

Something New Worth Knowing About 
While we ! re on the topic of honoring the end of life 
well, I w ! nt to m ! ke sure our entire congreg ! tion is 
! w ! re of something th ! t not everyone m ! y know 
we h ! ve right here ! t Victory Ñ our Columb ! rium . 
Loc ! ted just outside our Worship Center on the 
church grounds, our Columb ! rium provides !  s! cred 
! nd digniÞed pl ! ce of interment for crem ! ted 
rem ! ins. Individu ! l niches ! re ! v! il ! ble for 

purch ! se, ! nd for m ! ny f ! milies, the ide !  of h ! ving 
!  loved one's rem ! ins resting close to the 
community of f ! ith they c ! lled home is !  source of 
re ! l ! nd l ! sting comfort. 

Think ! bout wh ! t this pl ! ce me ! ns to you. The 
worship, the rel ! tionships, the milestones of f ! ith 
you h ! ve m ! rked within these w ! lls ! nd on these 
grounds. Our columb ! rium offers the opportunity 
for th ! t connection to continue Ñ !  resting pl ! ce 
th ! t is not dist ! nt or unf ! mili ! r, but close to 
everything th ! t m ! ttered most. 

For those who ! re prepl ! nning, this is ! bsolutely 
worth exploring ! s p! rt of th ! t convers ! tion. And for 
f! milies who h ! ve recently experienced !  loss, ple ! se 
know th ! t this option is ! v! il ! ble to you ! s well. 

A Hope Th! t M! kes All of This Possible 
None of us would be ! ble to h ! ve this convers ! tion 

Ñ c ! lmly, openly, without dre ! d 
Ñ ! p ! rt f rom the hope we 
c! rry ! s followers of Jesus. The 
promise of John 11:25 is the 
found ! tion under everything:  "I 
am the resurrection and the life. 
The one who believes in me will 
live, even though they die."  

Bec ! use o f th ! t p romise, 
pl ! nning for the end of our lives 
is not ! n ! ct of fe ! r. It is ! n ! ct 
of f ! ith. It is trusting th ! t God 
holds wh ! t comes next, ! nd 
loving our f ! milies enough to 

h ! ndle wh ! t we c ! n while we ! re still here to do it. 

Don't put it off ! ny longer. Pick up your p ! cket. Ask 
! bout our columb ! rium. And give the people you 
love the gift of knowing you thought of them Ñ ! ll 
the w ! y to the end. 

To le ! rn more ! bout our Columb ! rium ! nd 
! v! il ! ble niches, re ! ch out to K ! thy Michel in the 
church ofÞce ! t kmichel@victoryluther ! n.com. She 
is h ! ppy to ! nswer your questions ! nd help you 
explore whether this is the right choice for you ! nd 
your f ! mily. 

In Christ, 

Denton Bennet, Associ ! te P ! stor
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On Febru ! ry 21st, twelve of our Stephen Ministers 
! nd le ! ders ! ttended the 50th- ! nnivers ! ry 
celebr ! tion of Stephen Ministry in Phoenix. This 
ministry h ! s been ! n integr ! l p ! rt of the Victory 
f! mily for 30 ye ! rs; in f ! ct, "our church m ! y hold the 
longest continu ! l Stephen Ministry progr ! m in the 
United St ! tes. 

Rev. Kenneth H ! ugk ! nd his wife founded the 
ministry with nine church members tr ! ined to 
supplement p ! stor ! l c! re. The progr ! m is n ! med 
! fter S ! int Stephen, one of the seven de ! cons in the 
e! rly church who distributed ! id to those in need 
(Acts 6:5). " 

As Dr. H ! ugk steps down ! s Executive 
Director to focus on exp ! nding the ministryÕs 
scope, he is succeeded by Justin Schlueter, 
who sh ! res the s ! me down-to-e ! rth p ! ssion 
for the mission. The mission th ! t is rooted in 
Ephesi ! ns 4:12Ð13: "to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to maturity, to the measure of the full 
stature of Christ." ! 

At the celebr ! tion were immedi ! tely struck 
by the genuine w ! rmth ! nd c ! re shown by 
the l ! rge te ! m th ! t tr ! veled from St. Louis 
to Phoenix. Beyond their impressive 
competence, their p ! ssion for building !  
more c ! ring world w ! s truly inspiring. They 
spoke on m ! ny impor t ! n t sub jec ts 
including: 1. Wh ! t Jesus te ! ches us ! bout 
emp ! thy. 2. How to rel ! te to those who ! re 
grieving. 3. How our congreg ! tion c ! n help 
comb ! t the ment ! l he ! lth crisis. 4. How to 
c! re for those with c ! ncer ! nd their loved 
ones. 5. How to support someone who is !  full-time c ! regiver. " 

The future for Stephen Ministries looks promising. They h ! ve 
tr ! ined over 600,000 Stephen Ministers ! nd Stephen Le ! ders in 
more th ! n 14,000 congreg ! tions ! nd we ! re fortun ! te to be 
involved in such !  Christ like ! nd essenti ! l ministry.  

If you h ! ve ! ny questions, ple ! se cont ! ct one of our Stephen 
Le! ders, (Dirk Duhlstine, Anne M ! thison ! nd C ! rol M ! sslich) or 
check out stephenministries.org. Victory will begin tr ! ining new 
Stephen Ministers this f ! ll!

Stephen Ministry Le! ders 
Ch! pl! in Dirk Duhlstine ¥ dduhlstine@victoryluther! n.com ¥ 480-660-5231 

Anne M! thison ¥ m! thison! nne@gm! il.com 
C! rol M! sslich ¥ c! rolnob1@icloud.com

Stephen Ministries 50th Annivers! ry Celebr! tion ¥ Febru! ry 21, 2026

mailto:dduhlstine@victorylutheran.com
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Stephen Ministry ÒOpen HouseÓ 
"Bear one another's burdens, and so fulÞll the law of Christ." " 
- G! l! ti ! ns 6:2 

Th! nk you to everyone who joined us for our recent Stephen Ministry Open 
House. It w ! s !  me ! ningful time of connection, encour ! gement, ! nd le ! rning ! s 
we g ! thered to explore how we c ! n better c ! re for those f ! cing illness ! nd crisis. 

During this speci ! l event, ! ttendees eng ! ged in !  thoughtful discussion on Ò7 
W! ys to C ! re During !  M! jor Medic ! l Crisis,Ó g! ining pr ! ctic ! l, Christ-centered 
tools to support loved ones ! nd members of our community during lifeÕs most 
difÞcult moments. Together, we reßected on the import ! nce of offering our 
presence, listening with intention, ! nd resisting the urge to ÒÞxÓ situ ! tions, 
choosing inste ! d to w ! lk ! longside others with comp ! ssion. 

We ! lso sh ! red helpful insights on hospit ! l visit ! tion, including simple but 
import ! nt dos ! nd donÕts, ! nd provided ! n introduction to Stephen MinistryÑ
highlighting how this vit ! l ministry serves ! s !  source of comfort ! nd c ! re within 
our church f ! mily. 

We ! re truly gr ! teful for e ! ch person who ! ttended, ! sked questions, ! nd 
showed !  he ! rt for c ! ring ministry. Your presence m ! de the time rich ! nd 
imp ! ctful. If you were un ! ble to ! ttend but would like to le ! rn more ! bout 
Stephen Ministry or how to get involved, we would love to connect with you. 
Ple ! se feel free to re ! ch out to one our Stephen Ministry Le ! ders.

Stephen Ministry Open House ¥ M! rch 26, 2026



Month of April!
Water Drive

13 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
12:30-2:30pm GriefSh ! re 
                Loss of Spouse, C4 
4pm ConÞrm ! tion Cl ! ss, C1 

10

26 

8:30-11! m Morning Fellowship, FH 
8! m Worship & Communion, WC 
9-11! m F ! rewell Reception  
             for K ! thy Michel, FH 
9:30 ! m Worship, WC 
9:30! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
11! m Contempor ! ryWorship,WC 
11! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
12:30pm Discovering Victory 

SUNDAY M ONDAY TUESDAY W EDNESDAY

20 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
12:30pm GriefSh ! re, C4 
1:30pm Est ! te & Pl ! nned 
Giving Semin ! r, B7 
4pm ConÞrm ! tion Cl ! ss, C1 

6 

OFFICE CLOSED 
9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 

7 

6:30pm ÒSeekersÓ Sm! ll Group, B7 
7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5 
7:30pm ÒAlw ! ysÉP! tsy ClineÓ 
(offsite), Bus le ! ves @ 6:30pm 

8 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
1pm Bell Choir Rehe ! rs! l, CH 
6:30pm Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 

19 
8:30-11! m Morning Fellowship, FH 
8! m Worship & Communion, WC 
9:30 ! m Worship, WC 
9:30! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
11! m Contempor ! ryWorship,WC 
11! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
12:30pm Discovering Victory 

21 

8:30-2:30pm Quilters, FH 
3pm Council Meeting, B7 
7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5

22 

8:30-11:30! m Quilters, FH 
9! m Feed My St ! rving  
  Children, Bus le ! ves @ 8 ! m  
9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
1pm Bell Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
6:30pm Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 

27 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
12:30pm GriefSh ! re, C4 
4pm ConÞrm ! tion Cl ! ss, C1

28 

1:30-3:00pm Book Club, B7 
6:30pm ÒSeekersÓ Sm! ll Group, B7 
7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5 

29 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
1pm Bell Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
6:30pm Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 

12 

8:30-11! m Morning Fellowship, FH 
8! m Worship & Communion, WC 
9:30 ! m Worship, WC 
9:30! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
11! m Contempor ! ryWorship,WC 
11! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
12:30pm Discovering Victory

14 

10! m Esper ! nz!  Bible Study, C5 
11:30! m Lunch @ Red   
        Mount ! in C ! fŽ (off-site) 
1:30pm M ! ry Bible Study,  
              meets in home 
6:30pm ÒSeekersÓ Sm! ll Group, B7 
7pm AA MenÕs Meeting, C5 

15 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
1pm Bell Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 
6:30pm Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 

5       EASTER WEEKEND  

6! m Outdoor Sunrise 
6:45-7:45 ! m Continent ! l         
                        Bre! kf ! st, FH 
8:30-11! m Morning Fellowship, FH 
8! m Worship & Communion, WC 
9:30 ! m Worship, WC 
9:30! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR 
11! m Contempor ! ryWorship,WC 
11! m ChildrenÕs Church, NR

1 

9-11:30! m Food P ! ntry 
10! m MenÕs Bible Study, C1 
12:30pm Al-Anon, C4 
1pm Bell Choir Rehe ! rs! l, CH 
6:30pm Choir Rehe ! rs! l, WC 

APRIL 2026 VictoryLutheran.com

Do this in remembrance
Luke 22:19

http://VictoryLutheran.com
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GOOD FRIDAY 
3-8pm St ! tions of the Cross, FH 
4pm Good Frid ! y C! nt ! t ! , WC 
6pm Good Frid ! y C! nt ! t ! , WC

11

= Luther Room 
= Community Room 
= Ch! pel 
= Courty! rd 
= Fellowship H! ll 
= Lobby 
= Pr! yer Ch! pel 
= Worship Center

C1 
C4 
CH 
CY 
FH 
LB 
PC 

WC

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

4 

EASTER WEEKEND 
8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
4pm Worship, WC

11 

8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
4pm Worship, WC 

9 

10! m Pr ! yer Group, B7 
11! m Al-Anon Meeting, C5 

10 

OFFICE CLOSED

16 

10! m Pr ! yer Group, B7 
11! m Al-Anon Meeting, C5 
11:30! m Stephen Ministers, C4 

17 

OFFICE CLOSED 

18 

8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
4pm Worship, WC

23 

10! m Pr ! yer Group, B7 
11! m Al-Anon Meeting, C5 

24 

OFFICE CLOSED 

25 

8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
4pm Worship, WC

2 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
9:30 ! m WomenÕs Ministry  
               Bo! rd Meeting, C1 
10! m Pr ! yer Group, B7 
11! m Al-Anon Meeting, C5 
3-8pm St ! tions of the Cross, FH 
4pm M ! undy Thursd ! y Svc, WC 
           with Communion 
6pm M ! undy Thursd ! y Svc, WC 
           with Communion

30 

10! m Pr ! yer Group, B7 
11! m Al-Anon Meeting, C5 

MAY EVENTS

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm, 480-830-5024 

1 - MAY 

OFFICE CLOSED 
7:30pm ÒShe Loves MeÓ Show 
(offsite), Bus le ! ves @ 6:30pm

2 - MAY 

8! m MenÕs Bible Study, C5 
4pm Worship, WC

Victory's Weekly bulletin 
In c! se you missed ! ny  
of the stories or would  

like to re! d ! g! in, you go to 
below to re! d or sh! re! 

victoryluther! n.com/the-
pulse/ 

If you h! ve !  story to sh! re 
of he! ling, pr! ise, gr! titude, 

serving in !  mission or 
ministry ! t Victory,  

ple! se send to 
hello@victoryluther! n.com. 

(250-300 word limit)

M! y 6 
Pr! yer & Pr! ise Worship 

Service, 4pm 

M! y 12 
WomenÕs Bible Study 

Group Combined, 9:30! m 

M! y 19 & 20 
Quilters, 8:30! m 

M! y 25 - OfÞce Closed 
Memori! l D! y 

M! y 30 & 31 
Noisy Offering

https://victorylutheran.com/the-pulse/
https://victorylutheran.com/the-pulse/
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DONÕT WAIT UNTIL LIFE FALLS APART 
One of the e ! siest mist ! kes to m ! ke in the Christi ! n life is to 
! ssume we c ! n build me ! ningful friendships l ! ter. L ! ter, when 
life slows down. L ! ter, when we h ! ve more time. L ! ter, when we 
Þn ! lly need people. But th ! t is usu ! lly not how life works. 

Most people do not go looking for !  strong Christi ! n support 
system when life is c ! lm. They st ! rt looking when the di ! gnosis 
comes, when grief hits, when the m ! rri ! ge is str ! ined, when 
loneliness deepens, or when f ! ith feels h ! rder to hold onto. And in 
those moments, wh ! t we need most is not !  room full of 
str ! ngers. We need people who ! lre ! dy know us, c ! re ! bout us, 
pr ! y for us, ! nd will w ! lk with us. Th ! t kind of support h ! s to be 
built before the crisis ! rrives. 

Th! t is one of the gre ! t blessings of Sm ! ll Groups. At Victory, 
ÒGroup TimeÓ is bigger th ! n just one form ! t. It includes sm ! ll 
groups, discipling huddles, Bible studies, ! nd serving te ! ms, 

bec ! use we believe you were not m ! de to go through life ! lone. Victory 
even puts it in !  memor ! ble ch ! llenge: give 1% of your monthÑ ! bout 
seven hoursÑto intention ! l Christi ! n community. It is !  sm ! ll investment 
th ! t c ! n strengthen the other 95% of your life in powerful w ! ys. 

For some people, th ! t st ! rts in !  Bible study, where friendships grow 
! round GodÕs Word. For others, it looks like !  sm ! ll group built on pr ! yer, 
convers ! tion, encour ! gement, ! nd sh ! red life. And for others, it begins 
on !  serving te ! m. Sometimes the people you serve beside become your 
ÒposseÓÑthe people who know your he ! rt, notice when you ! re missing, 
encour ! ge your f ! ith, ! nd st ! nd with you when life gets h ! rd. Serving 
shoulder to shoulder h ! s !  w ! y of turning ministry into community, ! nd 

community into !  lifeline. 

The be ! utiful thing is th ! t this does not h ! ve to be complic ! ted. At Victory sm ! ll 
groups ! re people growing in f ! ith together through honest convers ! tion, 
encour ! gement, ! nd !  deeper w ! lk with God. We ! lso encour ! ge you to begin 
with people you m ! y ! lre ! dy knowÑneighbors, coworkers, golf buddies, c ! rd-
pl ! ying friends, gym friends, ! nd others who could beneÞt from doing life 
together. 

So do not w ! it until life f ! lls ! p ! rt to wish you h ! d Christi ! n people ! round you. 
Join !  Bible Study now! Step into !  Sm ! ll Group now. Serve on !  te ! m now. Let 
God st ! rt building your circle now, so th ! t when life gets he ! vyÑ ! nd it willÑyou 
! lre ! dy h ! ve brothers ! nd sisters in Christ beside you. 

To le ! rn more ! bout joining or hosting !  group, cont ! ct P ! stor Denton  
hello@victoryluther ! n.com | 480-830-5024 

Visit: victoryluther ! n.com/sm ! llgroups



For 15 ye! rs, Victory h ! s been blessed to p ! rtner with Orch ! rd: Afric ! , !  Christ-centered ministry th ! t exists 
to equip the church to c ! re for the vulner ! ble. Through loc ! l churches ! nd p ! stors ! lre ! dy serving in under-
resourced communities, Orch ! rd "brings pr ! ctic ! l help ! nd the hope of Christ to people in both rur ! l ! nd 
urb ! n South Afric ! . Their work focuses on Food & Agriculture, C ! re, Educ ! tion, ! nd Ministry. The church is 
the pl ! tform, the progr ! ms ! re the tools, ! nd hope in Christ is the mess ! ge. 

We ! lso w ! nt to celebr ! te the generosity of our Victory f ! mily through l ! st 
monthÕs Noisy Offering , which r ! ised $2,485.60 in support of this mission 
p ! rtnership. Th ! nk you! Your gifts help strengthen !  mission th ! t is 
thoughtful, effective, ! nd deeply rooted in loc ! l communities through le ! ders 
who ! re truly Òfeet on the groundÓ every d ! y. 

Victory h ! s supported Orch ! rd "not only through Þn ! nci ! l gifts ! nd don ! ted 
resources, but ! lso by sending volunteer te ! ms regul ! rly to South Afric ! . Most 
recently, through Own This Imp ! ct, we helped fund the construction of ! n 
Imp ! ct Center. Now we ! re prep ! ring to send ! nother mission te ! m to C! pe 
Town, South Afric ! , September 4Ð14, 2026 . 

Seriously pr ! y ! bout going. This is more th ! n !  trip. More th ! n sightseeing. 
More th ! n ! n excursion. It is !  once-in- ! -lifetime opportunity to step into 
something with etern ! l me ! ning. You will be !  blessing to others, but you will 
! lso be ch ! nged yourself. God h ! s !  w ! y of using these experiences to 
stretch our he ! rts, deepen our f ! ith, ! nd open our eyes 
to His work in the world. 

This invit ! tion is for both our ye ! r-round ! nd se ! son ! l 
people. In f ! ct, previous te ! ms h ! ve included folks who 
summer elsewhere, ! nd we c ! n help ! rr ! nge tr ! vel 
from ! nd b ! ck to the ! irport of your choice so you c ! n 
connect with the te ! m in South Afric ! . And especi ! lly 

for those who h ! ve ever thought, Maybe someday Ñ
now m ! y be the time to go, while you ! re still ! ble-bodied 
! nd ! ble to m ! ke the trip. The mission projects ! nd 
schedule ! re well suited for !  congreg ! tion like Victory. 

So ple ! se pr ! y ! bout joining P ! stor Todd ! nd Anne on this 
mission venture. It will bless you ! s much ! s you will be !  
blessing to others. 

To le ! rn more , em ! il hello@victoryluther ! n.com or c ! ll 
the ofÞce ! t 480-830-5024. We would love to t ! lk with 
you, pr ! y with you, ! nd ! nswer ! ny questions 
you m ! y h ! ve. Brochures  ! re ! v! il ! ble in the 
Welcome Center.

Be On A Mission Te! m Th! t Ch! nges Lives 
South Afric!  Mission Trip: September 4-14, 2026

ÒWe develop ! nd equip 
the loc! l church to be the 
response to poverty ! nd 

injustice. The church is our 
pl! tform, progr! ms ! re 
our tools ! nd hope in 

Christ is our mess! ge.Ó  
Orch! rd: Afric!

W! tch Video > 
The Orch! rd Ñ How We Got Our N! me

13
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ESTATE & PLANNED GIVING SEMINAR 
Sponsored by VLC Found! tion 

MONDAY, APRIL 20 @ 1:30-3:00PM 
This will be the Þn ! l est ! te pl ! nning semin ! r of the se ! sonÑso donÕt 
miss your opportunity to t ! ke ! dv ! nt ! ge of this v ! lu ! ble time. Join us 
for ! n eng ! ging ! nd inform ! tive session with M ! rk Johnson, !  trusted 
expert who h ! s helped guide countless individu ! ls ! nd f ! milies 
through the est ! te pl ! nning process. In !  w ! rm ! nd ! ppro ! ch ! ble 
setting, youÕll g ! in pr ! ctic ! l insight into wills, trusts, ch ! rit ! ble giving, 
! nd moreÑequipping you to m ! ke conÞdent decisions ! bout your 
future. Whether youÕre just beginning or upd ! ting ! n existing pl ! n, 
this semin ! r offers the cl ! rity ! nd pe ! ce of mind you need to secure 
your leg ! cy. 

Biblic ! l Perspective on Est ! te Pl ! nning 

Avoid Prob ! te 

Reduce Est ! te T! xes 

Le! ve Gifts for Your F ! vorite Ch ! rity 

Individu ! l Consulting Opportunity

VICTORY BOOK CLUB | APRIL 28 @ 1:30PM 
Love to re ! d books? The Book Club meets monthly on the 4th Tuesd ! y from 
1:30-3:00pm. Ple ! se come prep ! red to discuss the monthly book selection ÒThe M ! idÓ 
by Nit !  Prose. Molly the M ! idÕs orderly life is upended the d ! y she Þnds !  we ! lthy hotel 
guest de ! d in his bed ! nd the police ! re t ! rgeting her ! s !  suspect. Her friends unite 
with her to Þnd clues ! nd solve the mystery of wh ! t re ! lly h ! ppened before itÕs too l ! te. 

 Note: This will be the l ! st meeting of the se ! son. We will resume in the f ! ll.

SIGN UP  
in the  

Welcome  
Center!

ÒLOSS OF A SPOUSEÓ 1-DAY SEMINAR 
MONDAY, APRIL 13, 12:30-2:30PM 

Widowed? Help is here ! nd hope is possible. 
Do you dre ! d the lonely d ! ys ! nd nights? Wonder wh ! t 
to do with your spouseÕs belongings? Feel like your br ! in 
is in !  fog? Unsure of how youÕll go on? 
At Loss of a Spouse  semin ! r youÕll discover other people 
who underst ! nd ! nd h ! ve found w ! ys to m ! ke it 
through, why it wonÕt ! lw ! ys hurt so much, re ! sons for 
hope ! nd pr ! ctic ! l tips for coping. 

GriefSh! re: 12-Week Progr! m 
April 20-July 20 @ 12:30-2:30pm 

If you would like more inform ! tion cont ! ct: Suellen P ! ly!  
! t 480-325-3410 or suellenp ! ly! @y! hoo.com 

Register online ! t: 
https://f ind.griefsh ! re.org/groups/290648

https://find.griefshare.org/groups/290648


THANK YOU 
Guest spe! ker Tr! ci Gruenberger f rom 
Mos! ic, ÒThe Associ! tesÓ b! rbershop qu! rtet, 
M&M C! tering, J! nice H! mmerstrom for 
providing pi! no music, ! ll the donors for our 
r! fße items, ! nd to e! ch of you who ! ttended 
! nd supported this luncheon.

15

WINTER SCHEDULE 
(October-April) 

2nd Tuesd! y of the Month 

Esper! nz!  Bible Study 
2nd Tuesd! y @ 10:00! m, Room C5 

S! ndy Tr! n, Ch! ir 
763-291-5837 

M! ry Bible Study 
2nd Tuesd! y @ 1:30pm 

Meets in home (c! ll for loc! tion) 
G! yle Schmidt, Ch! ir 

612-867-2679 

Current study is ÒB! d Girls of the BibleÓ  
by Liz Curtis Higgs.  
Books ! v! il! ble for  

purch! se in the front ofÞce. 

VICTORY QUILTERS 
APRIL 21 & 22 

Tuesd! y, 8:30-2:30pm 
Wednesd! y 8:30-11:30! m 

We meet the 3rd Tuesd! y ! nd 
Wednesd! y of the month ! t 8:30! m. On 
Tuesd! y, we bre! k for !  potluck lunch 
! t noon."Come when you c! n, st! y ! s 
long ! s you c! n; everyone c! n cut, sew, 
pin ! nd tie knots. You do not need to be 
!  church or circle member to ! ttend. 
Bring !  friend!  

Questions? 
Dottie Cisek (480) 250-6668 

Betty Sw! nson (480) 234-4466

WomenÕs Ministry Spring Luncheon 
M! rch 14, 2026



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
LetÕs Þnd the place where God is calling you to serve with gladness! ! 

As Christi ! ns, we h ! ve the ! wesome opportunity to serve our holy God in so m ! ny w ! ys! He gives 
e! ch of us unique gifts ! nd c ! lls us to use them to bless others. 1 Peter 4:10 s ! ys, ÒAs each has 
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of GodÕs varied grace.Ó ! 

Serving others is not only beneÞci ! l for the soul but ! lso brings joy ! nd fulÞllment. WeÕd love for you 
to discover this joy! No m ! tter your ! ge or skill set, God c ! n use you in !  me ! ningful w ! y."Let us 
know how you would like to get involved. To le ! rn more or to volunteer, just send us ! n em ! il to 
hello@victoryluther ! n.com. Or, you m ! y ! lso Þll out !  p ! mphlet ! t the Welcome Desk or sc ! n the 
QR code ! bove to Þll out online.

16



Welcome Center Remodel

M! ny "oohs ! nd !! hs" were he ! rd on 
Sund ! y morning, M ! rch 15th. "  As people 
entered the church th ! t morning they 
w e r e w e l c o m e d b y !  n o w v e r y 
welcoming Welcome Center. "Wh ! t used 
to essenti ! lly be !  stor ! ge ! re!  is now !  
bright, cle ! n, ! nd inviting sp ! ce."  Our 
desire w ! s th ! t it would be function ! l 
! nd feel new ! nd fresh while ! t the 
s! me time look like it's ! lw ! ys been 
there. We believe we were successful in 
our efforts. " Inside the Welcome Center is 
! n inform ! tion displ ! y w ! ll th ! t includes 
our monthly newsletter, the ! nnu ! l 
report, Council meeting minutes, ! s well 
! s inform ! tion on our ministries ! nd 
events. "There ! re ! lso two kiosks where 
people c ! n sign up to get involved Ñ one 
newly br ! nded 'Victory Connections" is 
for upcoming events ! nd the other for ! ll 
things discipleship including cl ! sses, 
s m ! l l g r o u p s , ! n d s e r v i n g 
opportunities. "There is ! lso !  comfort ! ble 
lounge ! re!  where people c ! n c ! tch up 
with !  friend. Coming soon: !  lending 
libr ! ry!"Ple ! se bring your Christi ! n books 
- fiction ! nd non-fiction - to sh ! re with 
others. Come check it out! " 

Th! nks to Roger Anhorn, Jeff Bennett, 
Mike Ludlum, De ! n Senne, D ! niel 
Curr ! n, Eileen Hern ! ndez, ! nd Di ! ne 
Snyder, ! s well ! s our generous donor, 
for m ! king it ! ll h ! ppen!

BEFORE

BEFORE AFTER

AFTER

AFTER

17
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S.A.F.E. is expanding its doors and its name Ñ introducing !Victory Connections,  
a wider community open to everyone. 

Connecting People. Enjoying Life. Growing F! ith. 
For the p ! st two ye ! rs, !  group of Victory members h ! s been quietly 
doing something be ! utiful. They h ! ve sh ! red me ! ls, ! ttended 
shows, p ! cked food for neighbors in need, ! nd Ñ more th ! n 
! nything Ñ shown up for e ! ch other. You m ! y h ! ve known them 
! s"S.A.F.E (Singles Activity Fellowship Events). Th ! t community is still 
very much ! live. But something is ch ! nging, ! nd it is !  very good 
ch ! nge. Beginning this spring, S.A.F.E. is exp ! nding its doors ! nd its 
n ! me. Welcome to " Victory Connections " Ñ !  community open to 
every VLC member, whether you ! re single, m ! rried, widowed, or 
somewhere in between. The spirit h ! s not ch ! nged. The t ! ble h ! s 
just gotten bigger. 

Wh ! t Is Victory Connections? 
Victory Connections  provides fun, ! ccessible ! ctivities outside of 
church Ñ open to ! ll VLC members, their f ! milies, ! nd friends. The 
group exists to build friendships ! cross every p ! rt of our congreg ! tion, e ! se loneliness ! nd 
isol ! tion, ! nd serve our bro ! der community together. Whether you come solo or with !  spouse, 
there is !  pl ! ce for you here. 

The group g ! thers ! t different times throughout the month for dinners, outings to loc ! l shows 
! nd events, ! nd !  food p ! cking service project th ! t h ! s quietly become one of the most beloved 
p ! rts of their rhythm together. These ! re not just ! ctivities Ñ they ! re on-r ! mps to friendship for 
people who might not otherwise cross p ! ths within !  congreg ! tion our size. 

Why Now, ! nd Why the New N ! me? 
Honestly, bec ! use loneliness does not only ! ffect singles. Couples c ! n feel isol ! ted too. Newer 
members c ! n feel like outsiders in !  congreg ! tion with deep, est ! blished friendships. And 
f! mily members ! nd friends of VLC members h ! ve long w ! nted !  n ! tur ! l w ! y to connect with 
our community without jumping str ! ight into !  weekend service. Victory Connections  is the 
! nswer to ! ll of th ! t. It is low-b ! rrier by design. You do not need to be !  long-timer. You do not 
need !  p! rticul ! r rel ! tionship st ! tus. You just need to show up. 

Le ! ding the W ! y 
Victory Connections  is led by "Judy B ! iley, who brings both !  shepherd's he ! rt ! nd !  genuine gift 
for m ! king people feel welcome the moment they w ! lk through the door. She is the right 
person to le ! d this community into its next ch ! pter, ! nd we ! re gr ! teful for her vision ! nd 
enthusi ! sm. 

Come Join Us 
If you h ! ve ever thought ""I should get more connected ! t Victory" "Ñ this is your moment. Bring 
!  friend. Bring your spouse. Bring someone who needs !  re! son to le ! ve the house. Scripture 
reminds us th ! t it is not good to w ! lk through life ! lone Ñ ! nd Victory Connections  exists to 
m ! ke sure fewer people ! t Victory ever h ! ve to. 

Get Connected Ñ "Whether you come solo or with !  spouse, there is !  pl ! ce for you here." 

Judy B ! iley, Victory Connections Le ! der 
Questions? Re ! ch out directly to judithmb ! iley@hotm ! il.com.



19

! "!#$%&!' ( !)*%+! , ''' '
-&"-.!' $ %/#' 0#-!&12 ,'

'
'
'
'

!34567' .897 ' +:568 ;'
!

!"#$%&'($)&%*+",-. */011*2,).*3*45&*06),7-$"8 *
95.&:$%;*!6<,"*= ;*=>?@*6A*/45&*".$B.&*$)*C>?@*6A8*
D$".*+.-)<.9E.$)<. ;*F@*G*($H.*!B.;*I,"J.<) *
"#$%!#&'()*&+)!,-%$.'+!/+'0!$%!1'%&2!34!'!)(-&!%)3(0!'13-)!5')%0!6+$4&7%!
*($&42%#$/! 8$)#! '! *'4!8#3! 1&*($&42&2!#&(! $4!'! "&9'%!#34:0;)34:<! =&>++!!
#&'(! ,'40!3*!5')%07%!-4*3(?&))'1+&!#$)%!%-.#!'%!@6('A0BC!@D!E'++!)3!5$&.&%BC!
@F8&&)!G(&',%C!H!@='+:$4?!I*)&(!J$24$?#)<C!KL!%34?%!$4!'++M!!!
!"#$%&'()*+,)'-#()&.&/')0,&)/+)1+/2&,)0.0#1031&45)
!
K5-LE *$)*M.:*N75-)$,-*+$1O */011*2,).*3*P7*45&8!*
95.&:$% ;*!6<,"*QR;*QQ>?@*$A ;*RRQ@*S*T-,B.<&,)%*U<;*2).*Q@C;*N.&$*
N4O30! +-4.#! 8$)#! *($&42%<! 5$.:! *(3,! '! 8$2&! ('4?&! 3*! +-4.#! '42! 2$44&(! 3/)$34%B!
$4.+-2$4?!%3-/%B!%'+'2%B!%'428$.#&%B!1-(?&(%B! ,&+)%! '42!P!3*! .3-(%&!P!2&%%&()%<!!
5($.&%!$4!)#&!QRS;QRT!('4?&<!!2,H-*56*J%*25-:$%; *!6<,"*QV)EW!
!
X..:*N%*2)$<B,-H*+E,":<.- */011*2,).*3*45&8*
G.:-.&:$%;* !6<," *VV;*($LY,-H*2.&&,7-*Z>@@[QQ>@@*$A*/45&*".$B.&*$)*\>@@*$A8**
QQ@@*G*I<7B.*($<Y#$%;*9.A6.*!
EJF6! /(3U$2&%! *(&&! .#$+2(&47%!,&' +%! 2$%)($1-)&2!)3! %.#33+%B!
.#-(.#&%B!3(/#'4'?&% ! '42 ! .3,,-4$)0! .&4)&(%! '(3-42! )#&! 83(+2 <!!
V3$4!-%!34!)#&!W)#!=&24&%2'0!3*!&'.#!,34)#! ')!)#&! "&,/&!/'.:$4?!
*'.$+$)0!P!03-!.'4!%)'42!'42!/'.:'?&!*332B!3(!%$)!'42!+'1& +!$)<!!
9E.*J5&*,&*XMSS*17<*)E,&*.B.-)]!!2,H-*56*J%*25-:$%;* !6<," *QZ)EW*!
!

& 4<6'+:568 ;'
!

2E.*K7B.&*N. **
/011*2,).*3*45&*06),7-$"8 *
X<,:$%;*N$%*Q;*=>?@*6A*/45&*".$B.&*$)*C>?@*6A8*
D$".*+.-)<.*9E.$)<.;*F@*G*($H.*!B.;*I,"J.<) *
"#$%!(3,'4)$.!,-%$.'+B!%&)!$4!'!.#'(,$4?!RXYS%!Z-2'/&%)!/' (*-,&($&B!)&++%!)#&!
%)3(0!3*!)83!*&-2$4?!.3++&'?-&%!8#3! '(&!-4'8'(&!)#&0>(&!%&.(&)! /&4!/'+%<!I!
.+'%%$.! %#38B! 8$)#! 2&+$?#)*-+! %34?%! '42! #&'()8'(,$4?! ,3,&4)%B!!"#$ %&'#($
)# !$%!'!/&(*&.)!1+&42!3*!#-,3(!'42!+3U&B!'42!)#&!$4%/$(')$34!*3(!)#&!*$+,!@[3-7U&!
\3)!J'$+CB!8#$.#!*&')-(&2!"3,!]'4:%!'42!J&?!^0'4<!
9,LY.)&*$<.*^RF;*$-:*)E.*J5&*,&*^=W**2,H-*56* J%*25-:$%;*!6<,"*QV )EW*
($%*̂ FV*,1*%75*$<.*)$Y,-H*)E.*J5&;*7<*̂RF*,1*%75_<.*-7)*)$Y,-H*)E.*J5&W*
!

67"89 **!""*),LY.)&*#,""*J.*E$-:.:*75)* 7-*)E.*J5& *7<*,-*)E.*"7JJ%*71*)E.*.B.-)*&,).W!

6+'&9):&0;1#/&()'+)(#2/)<=)*+,)'-&0'&,)&.&/'()0,&)
'>=#$011>)?@A) B&&%() #/) 0;.0/$& )#/) +,;&, ) '+)
2&')2,+<=);#($+</'( )0/; )(&0'#/2)'+2&'-&,4 !

6+' &9) C&)0,&) /+B)=0>#/2) '-&)3<() ;,#.&,)0/) -+<,1>) ,0'&)0/;)01(+)=0>#/2)
DEF)0)G#1&02&)$-0,2&)*+,)<(#/2)'-&)3<(4))H&$0<(&)+*)'-#(I)' -&)$-0,2&)
'+),#;&)'-&)3<() B#11)/+B).0,>);&=&/;#/2)+/)B-&,&)B&J,&)2+#/2 4$



5946 E. University Drive 
Mes! , AZ 85205

WORSHIP WITH US! 
S! turd ! ys 4pm 
Sund ! ys 8, 9:30 & 11! m 

WATCH US LIVE @ 9:30 & 11 ! m 
If you ! re un ! ble to w ! tch ! t th ! t ex ! ct time, 
the service is ! v! il ! ble to w ! tch on F ! cebook, 
YouTube ! nd online ! t VictoryLuther ! n.com. 

NEED SOME DAILY ENCOURAGEMENT? 
Subscribe to our d ! ily devotion ! l by texting the 
word victory  to 888-897-5573

Easter Worship
Le! rn more ! t VictoryLuther ! n.com/e ! ster 
Or sc ! n the QR code with your sm ! rt phoneÕs 
c! mer !  ! nd t ! p on the link.

IS THE ONE WHO   
COMES IN  THE  
NAME OF THE LORD.


